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Deacon couple, voluntary service participants, treasurer, 
counselor, computer specialist, pastor. Out of this melting pot of 
experiences come two special people who have served the church 
in numerous ways—Elvin and Janet Peifer. They began their life 
together with a term of voluntary service, and now the range and 
depth of their individual ministries extends even further. 
Janet serves in pastoral functions as a minister, counselor, and 
caregiver. During her years of volunteer church work, particular-
ly with the Refton, Pa., congregation, Janet discovered that she 
thrived in ministry roles. Throughout the long, frustrating wait 
for pastoral training, Janet developed qualities of patience and 
compassion that would later greatly enhance her ministry. 
She began classes in 1984, and was then formally hired by the 
Refton congregation in 1988 as a pastor of care and counseling. 
In 1991, in addition to her work at Refton, Janet began service on 
the pastoral staff at Landis Homes, a retirement community in 
Lancaster County, Pa. In 1997, she joined the pastoral staff at 
Messiah Village. 
Her experience in nursing, though not always fulfilling, finally 
proved valuable in Janet's pastoral role at Landis Homes and 
Messiah Village. Her medical training has increased her practical 
knowledge of health care issues and work among the elderly, 
allowing her to better understand the emotional and spiritual 
needs of her congregation. As part of a team of four pastors at 
the Village, Janet shares in responsibility for church services, 
one-to-one pastoral care, counseling, and teaching. Janet 
received her Doctor of Ministry degree from Lancaster Theologi-
cal Seminary in May 1998 and continues to serve at Messiah Vil-
lage. 
While Janet thrives in her work with people, Elvin finds suc-
cess in the "business" side of ministry. Elvin's occupational histo-
ry has consisted of three fields—accounting, computers, and 
construction—and his knowledge and skill in all three have been 
of benefit to the church. In 1967, he began carpentry work with 
Nauman Construction in Lancaster, Pa. As the Refton Brethren 
in Christ Church continued to expand, Elvin used this occupa-
tional experience to serve on three building committees for the 
congregation. 
In time, his job at Nauman took on new and diverse responsi-
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bilities, and he moved to a treasurer/controller position in 1980. 
With the increased job experience came more avenues for ser-
vice. From 1983 to 1993, Elvin served as Treasurer of the Atlantic 
Regional Conference of the Brethren in Christ Church. He also 
became a member of the Conference Board of Directors and the 
Regional Stewardship and Finance Commission. In addition, he 
worked with a regional task force to standardize accounting pro-
cedures and computerize record-keeping for the denomination. 
After a move to Cumberland County, Pa., in 1996, Elvin 
worked as a self-employed computer specialist, assisting small 
businesses and individuals with hardware/software selection, 
installation, and maintenance. Again, he was able to serve the 
denomination in this field, providing computer training and 
support for other regional treasurers, and serving on a task force 
to select and complete the setup of a computer network in the 
denominational office building at Grantham. 
In April of 1998, Elvin became the controller of the Jacob 
Engle Foundation, Inc. His accounting and computer back-
ground gave him just the right combination of experience to fill 
the position. As controller, Elvin manages the information sys-
tems; prepares monthly, quarterly, and annual reports for 
investors, management, and the government; oversees prepara-
tion for the annual audit with other staff; and is responsible for 
financial accounts and transactions. 
Each encounter and calling has prepared Elvin and Janet for 
their current ministry roles. Their lives clearly illustrate God at 
work—using every exciting, seemingly insignificant, or even dis-
couraging experience in the lives of his children to encourage 
personal growth and service. 
Written by Dori Steckbeck, an employee of the Jacob Engle Founda-
tion and the Brethren in Christ Church Archives. 
"Special People" profiles a wide variety of Brethren in Christ members of all ages and from 
all walks of life. You are invited to submit a short article about some "Special Person" you 
would like to introduce to Visitor readers. Articles should be typewritten, preferably 300-
400 words, and must have the approval of the person being profiled. If your article is 
accepted for publication, we will contact you to secure a photo for publication (which will 
be returned). Mail your article to Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
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b y K e n R. A b e l l 
What we need is revival. » 
Questions 
' - ' ^4 Evangelical Visitor 
• • v . - ' V ' 
I used to categorically agree with s tatements like that , b u t 
not any more . Now, when I hear those words or variations 
of those words, I tend to probe a little deeper to discern 
what exactly is meant . Because in m y observa-
tions, there appears to be a host of hollow 
masks masquerad ing as revival. 
O u r concept of revival has been various-
ly defined as an event, economic prosperity, 
political power, or a mile-high emot ional experience that 
sends goose b u m p s down our spines, b u t needs to be 
repeated on a nightly basis because it seems to 
lack sustained strength and potency. There have 
been many reports f r o m n u m e r o u s geographic 
locations about people collapsing in fits of 
uncontrol lable laughter, apparent ly as a result 
of the power of God falling u p o n them. We've 
all seen or heard about protracted meetings 
where signs and wonders are a regular occur-
rence, where so m a n y people are "slain in the 
spirit" that they are stacked u p like cordwood 
along the altar. Yet, I wonder , is that wha t 
revival and renewal are all about? 
I suppose all of the above could be definite 
manifestat ions of God at work in ou r midst , 
October 1998 
but taken by themselves they most certainly 
are not revival or renewal. If the magic and 
mystery of the m o m e n t is the focus, then we 
are not talking about Biblical revival—not by 
any stretch of the imagination. At best, these 
kinds of experiential events are simply exer-
cises in emotional bloodletting and at worse, 
they are idolatry dressed up in the brightly 
colored rags of spiritual entertainment. Does 
anyone honestly believe that the Creator of 
the universe is some cosmic voyeur, peeking 
in on us as we sort through our emotional 
dirty laundry? 
According to the prophet Amos, genuine 
revival is tied to letting "justice roll on like a 
river, righteousness like a never-failing 
stream!" (Amos 5:24). It does not come as a 
result of the "noise of your songs" or the 
"music of your harps" (Amos 5:23). Revival 
becomes reality when we put all our knowl-
edge, education, and enormous resources to 
work dismantling injustice in all of its ugly 
forms. Isaiah made this clear when he said, 
"if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hun-
gry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, 
then your light will rise in the darkness, and 
your night will become like the noonday" 
(Isaiah 58:10). There is no question that t rue 
worship and revival is inextricably attached 
to justice happening as a direct result of our 
actions, attitudes, and the conduct of our 
lives. Revival is a way of life, not an event that 
needs to be repeated again and again and 
again, like some weak vaccination that didn't 
get into the bloodstream the first time. 
Jeremiah tells us that God's compassions and 
mercies are constantly and continually avail-
able to us. In fact, "they are new every m o r n -
ing" (Lam. 3:23), so God has already provid-
ed all that we need. The onus is on us. We 
must open ourselves up to receive the revival 
and renewal flowing f rom our Heavenly 
Father, then live our lives in the light of jus-
tice. 
It seems to me that we have taken a left 
turn away f r o m practical Anabaptist princi-
ples, and inexcusably muddied the waters by 
choosing to exchange substance for style. 
When justice is removed f rom the equation, 
we take the spotlight off of God and place it 
elsewhere. For example, renewal has some-
how been linked to style of worship, with the 
idea that a strictly contemporary music for-
mat is required for a congregation to be in a 
renewal phase. Any eclectic mix is discour-
aged or outr ight trashed as the native diversi-
ty of sounds and songs is replaced with a 
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"one size fits all" mode imported f rom some 
"successful" ministry. Loud, repetitive cho-
ruses are the norm, while any classical influ-
ence and the great hymns of the faith are 
shelved. Presumably they are too inaccessible 
for today's audience, though when it comes 
to worship, I've been under the impression 
that the audience is supposed to be God. 
Since creativity is at the heart of who God is, 
doesn't it stand to reason that he is pleased 
by the full spectrum of human expression in 
worship? 
It fascinates me that in talking to his disci-
ples about prayer, Jesus told them not to 
"keep on babbling like pagans, for they think 
they will be heard because of their many 
words" (Matt. 6:7). At its bedrock level, isn't 
our congregational singing simply corporate 
prayer set to music? If so, when did our 
unchanging God change his opinion about 
"vain repetitions"? 
In the present environment, a strange 
kind of dichotomy takes place, where the 
body of Christ is splintered into revival haves 
and have-nots. If your congregation is on the 
"praise and worship" bandwagon, then you 
can claim revival, regardless of whether or 
not there is any integrity given to justice and 
mercy issues. But if you happen to worship 
with a group that has a tendency to be tradi-
tional in its approach to God, then you are 
automatically made to feel that somehow 
your experience is second class and lacking 
vitality. A sort of cut and paste paranoia 
takes place as the pressure to contemporize 
and "get with the program" increases. There 
is no thought or room given for the natural 
development of a congregation's most funda-
mental personality, so a schizophrenia 
evolves that dangerously erodes effectiveness, 
direction, and mission. 
Would anyone seriously defend the posi-
tion that our omniscient God is even vaguely 
interested in style? Isn't his pr imary concern 
for our spiritual authenticity; doesn't he 
place the highest priority on our character of 
brokenness and dependence on him? 
Revival, renewal, and worship are the crucial 
issues of the heart, not abstract or technical 
discussions about instrumentat ion and form. 
Don't get me wrong. Those supernatural, 
goose bumpy, and "warm fuzzy" times of 
worship are necessary and should be trea-
sured, because we are psychologically com-
plex beings and it is essential for us to be 
emotionally connected to our Lord and Sav-
ior. However, if we walk away f rom one of 
Revival is a 
way of life, 
not an 
event that 
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6 Evangelical Visitor 
those "touching the face of God" 
encounters, and are not compelled to 
"do justice and love mercy," then Biblical 
revival has not occurred in our hearts 
and minds. Rather, our heart strings have 
been s t rummed or manipulated, and 
we've shared in a collective behavior 
episode that professors speak about in 
Sociology 101. 
No matter how other-worldly, 
extraordinary, or profound the manifes-
tations may appear, if we do not pick 
ourselves up off the floor and walk away 
from the altar to live dramatically differ-
ent lives, then no kind of God-centered 
renewal has taken place. Our God is in 
the business of t ransforming lives, so if 
revival does not result in instantaneous 
changes in our purpose and perspective, 
then it is no revival at all, but simply a 
joker in a counterfeit mask. It is just the 
adrenaline "rush" of an impassioned 
"buzz" that will leave us shaking like a 
jittery heroin junkie clamoring for the 
next chance to get high again. And like a 
drug addict, we will always need more 
and more of the "juice" to quench our 
desire and achieve the desired "rush." 
The glitter, glitz, and fever of the previ-
ous euphoria inflates our expectations, 
so in order to feed our hunger for reli-
gious escapism, we end up chasing after 
the experience. And in doing so, we mir-
ror the world's theme park, thrill rides, 
party attitude with its emphasis on 
momenta ry excitement and personal 
gratification. The danger is that the expe-
rience becomes an idol; the very real 
danger is that the experience itself 
becomes the pr imary focus of our atten-
tion and energy, rather than the end 
result of our pursuit of God. 
When that occurs, we have been 
seduced to believe that form, style, and 
outward appearance are the critical con-
cerns of our faith. Then, like it or not, we 
are no different than that "wicked and 
adulterous generation" who begged Jesus 
to show them miraculous signs and won-
ders. We have revealed the extreme depth 
of our superficiality because we are not 
interested in taking God at his word, but 
instead, we demand that invisible t ruth 
come equipped with physical verifica-
tion. We agitate for tangible proof of his 
existence; we have to see and feel the evi-
dence of his presence in our lives. 
Without even being aware of it, we 
drift into a pattern of worship in which 
we treat God as a celestial waiter at our 
beck and call. We don't worship h im for 
who he is, but for what he can do for us. 
We don't approach him with fear, t rem-
bling, and awe, but simply show up in 
our glad-rags with an "entertain me" 
attitude and expectation that feeds on 
itself. In fact, who God is and his high 
call on our lives gets completely lost in 
our incessant mania to make sure that all 
our emotional but tons get pushed. Our 
me-centered need for transfixed self-ful-
fillment tends to diminish God's holi-
ness, sovereignty, and omnipotence. 
It is at this point that I would whole-
heartedly agree with the oft-spoken state-
ment: "What we need is revival." Amen. 
What we need to do is to repent of our 
gross sins of idolatry, presumption, and 
pride; we need to repent of the naked 
hypocrisy of our lifestyle choices; we 
need to repent for taking part in the 
coup that dethroned God; we need to 
repent because we've created God in our 
image and exchanged "the glory of the 
immortal God" for culturally palatable 
images that place no demands on us for 
justice or mercy. 
If revival and renewal are the cries of 
our heart, then on the individual and 
corporate level, we must acknowledge 
that the deadness of sin has altered our 
perception and judgment so that we will-
ingly settle for one of the hollow masks 
of revival. It feels good, so we embrace it; 
but we must recognize that it is an empty 
facade that has no depth or meaning, 
and it carries no responsibility for life-
changing behavior patterns. Until we 
consistently hold ourselves accountable 
to pursue the goals of justice and mercy 
in our worship, we are destined to a 
treadmill spiritual existence that is a pale 
shadow of the abundant life God desires 
us to live. In the final analysis, the 
prophet Amos determined the measur-
ing rod for revival. What we need is for 
justice to "roll on like a river." Amen and 
amen. 
Ken Abell pastors the Brethren in Christ 
Church in Morrison, III. 
October 1998 
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W E'VE H E A R D A LOT about the "whole person" in recent years. N e w Age gurus tout the necessity of healing the whole pe r son—body , mind , and spir-
it. Holistic medical t r ea tment is becoming 
very popu la r and holistic health foods are 
c ropping u p everywhere. While there is 
no th ing w r o n g with health in mind , body, 
and spirit, these m o d e r n day cultic teachers 
use the holistic concept as a means to at tain-
ing spiritual wholeness, and even godhood . 
T h e Bible, on the o ther hand , states that 
to be spiritually whole, we mus t be broken. 
In Psalm 51:17 David wrote, "The sacrifices 
of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a 
contri te heart , O God you will no t despise." 
In God's eyes, brokenness is the way to 
wholeness. But wha t is brokenness? First of 
all, we mus t make it clear what brokenness 
isn't. It is not being depressed all of the t ime 
or walking a r o u n d wi thout ever smiling or 
laughing. O n the contrary, brokenness is the 
only way to the incredible, joyous life that 
God has p lanned for us. 
What , then, is brokenness? To be broken is 
The Bible 
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to be totally surrendered to the lordship of 
Jesus Christ in your life. And to be surren-
dered means to give every aspect of your 
life to him. A truly broken person has died 
to self. Jesus said in Matthew 16:24, "If 
anyone would come after me, he must 
deny himself and take up his cross and fol-
low me." 
To deny yourself means to give up all 
rights to yourself to Christ. It is to surren-
der all of your hopes, dreams, and plans to 
his perfect will and to obey him whatever 
the cost might be. In Luke 14:33, Jesus 
stated the cost of true discipleship by say-
ing, "In the same way, any of you who 
does not give up everything he has cannot 
be my disciple." Indeed, the cost is high, 
but it is nothing compared to the intimate 
relationship with God we get in return. 
The words of Jim Elliot have burned in my 
heart ever since I read them thirteen years 
ago: "He is no fool who gives up what he 
cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose." 
To take up your cross means to follow 
the path that Jesus trod when he walked 
this earth; a path that the world said, and 
still says, is filled with disgrace and leads to 
failure. As we retrace Jesus' steps as 
recorded in the Gospels, we see that he 
gave us the example of obedience to the 
Father and a servant's heart toward peo-
ple. Jesus yielded everything for our sake; 
can we give h im anything less than our all? 
Carrying the cross (i.e., walking the way 
Jesus did in obedience and servanthood) is 
pure delight because we know that he is 
pleased and we are furthering his King-
d o m here on earth. 
To follow him means to have an undi-
vided heart and to be totally sold out as a 
bond slave to Jesus. You can be employed 
by two businesses or people, but you can-
not be a slave to two masters. Only one 
can truly own you. The Old Testament 
illustration of a slave having his ear 
pierced to show that he loved his master 
and had chosen to be his slave for life 
(Exodus 21:1-6; Psalm 40:6) is very appli-
cable here. A Christian with an undivided 
heart holds all of his/her possessions, and 
even their very life, with an open h a n d — 
they are his to use as he desires. 
A broken heart is a heart that God 
revives. How desperately we need revival 
in the church! But some questions I keep-
ing asking are: How can God send revival 
fires our way when we are not broken? 
Why should he hear us when we (the 
church) are unrepentant and content to 
live our comfortable lives that are saturat-
ed with self: self-reliance, self-sufficiency, 
self-centeredness, and self-righteousness? 
We compare ourselves to the world and 
we look pretty good compared to "them." 
But this is a wrong comparison. We need 
to compare ourselves to the Word of God. 
When we do, then we'll see how woefully 
short we fall of God's standard for us. We 
need to see that the world's ways have 
crept in and we've adopted it's ways and 
philosophies. Personal pleasures and goals 
have become prominent in our thinking. 
Brokenness and surrender don't enter into 
our lives because we have so much "stuff." 
The world tells us that the cost is too high. 
And since we've bought into the worldly 
ways, we agree. 
How the Lord desires to send us revival! 
How he wants us to live the full, Spirit-
filled life that he has planned for us. In 
John 10:10b (NRSV), Jesus said, "I came 
that they may have life, and have it abun-
dantly." Jesus came to earth to give us eter-
nal life. But let's not wait until we get to 
Heaven to enjoy this abundant life. He 
wants us to have an intimate relationship 
with h im right now. Why do we settle for 
a lackluster Christianity when God has an 
abundant life waiting for us? The banquet 
table is prepared and we have a place 
reserved for us. Let's feast at his table, not 
go through our lives in spiritual famine. 
Come to Jesus in repentance and pray, 
"Lord, break me!" Surrender everything to 
h im and fall in love with h im all over 
again. Make him your consuming passion 
in life and then the Holy Spirit will set you 
ablaze with his glory. What an incredible 
privilege is ours to have an intimate rela-
tionship with God. When we become bro-
ken in his hands revival will come! 
My friends, the banquet table awaits. 
Can you hear h im saying to you, "Come 
my child and feast; surrender to me and 
be broken so that you can experience the 
intimate relationship with me that I want 
you to have!" What will your answer be? 
Frank Nolton is Minister of Adult Nurture for 




This lesson was given on a very 
busy day and involves the teaching 
of faith and the renewal of m y 
hear t . W h a t a Saturday! My hus-
b a n d was busy r ipping m y kitchen 
apart . It was in need of a face-lift, 
so all the doors were coming off. 
W h a t a mess! 
Everyone seemed to be crabby. 
T h e kids were sick of me . I was 
t ired of t hem. I had been feeling 
d o w n for days and well on my way 
to a feel-sorry, cry-fest, p i ty-par ty 
just for me . 
I k n e w wha t was wrong . I h a d 
lost t ouch wi th the Father. I just 
didn ' t k n o w why. W h y had I only 
prayed briefly lately or no t at all? 
W h y was m y Bible reading a chore 
instead of a pleasure? I was sinking 
fast, a n d I was ready to just give u p 
and go d o w n for the last t ime. 
Then , wi th one h o u r to go 
before the kids bedt ime, m y 
daugh te r came into (what's left o f ) 
the kitchen, close to tears, and 
ra ther frantically said, " M a m a , m y 
ring! It's gone!" Now, don ' t get m e 
wrong , I have m a n y things of m y 
o w n tha t I treasure, bu t this ring 
was only n ine ty-n ine cents. "You 
have others," I was t empted to say. 
But I only wan ted peace. Fifty m i n -
utes to go. W h a t if she freaked ou t 
over her treasure? I'd lose it, I was 
sure of that! So, I sent her to search 
all the places she'd played before 
dinner , hop ing she'd step right on 
it. T h e r ing was n o t to be f o u n d 
that easy. To keep the peace, I 
offered to help look. I f o u n d myself 
on m y knees, folding doll clothes, 
looking for the ring. I prayed, 
"Lord, I k n o w it's only ninety-nine 
cents, b u t Lord, to save what is left 
of m y miserable day, please let m e 
f ind it. I just can't face a crying kid 
right now." 
Well, it wasn't the ring that 
nudged me. It was our Father. 
"Mary, you can come to m e any-
t ime for anything. So also br ing to 
m e your o ther hur t s and aches, 
pains and tears." 
"Well, Lord, you nudged m e 
right now, b u t you k n o w ou r bed-
t ime routine. So help m e pray my 
way th rough it." And that 's just 
what I did. I pu t dishes away 
thanking God for his never-chang-
ing love. I pu t pa jamas on the kids 
thanking God for my strong and 
happy children. I picked u p dolls 
while praying for a f r iend w h o had 
fallen away from jesus. And while 
making the m o r n i n g coffee, I 
prayed for m y husband w h o was 
destroying m y kitchen. I asked the 
Lord to forgive m y foolish, selfish 
ways, for I had been so depressed 
that it had left m e a very crabby 
wife and mother . I saw h o w mean I 
had been all day. The Lord pu t m e 
on my knees to talk to h im, clean 
my heart , and get the toys pu t 
away! 
Well, the h o u r passed in peace. 
Teeth were brushed, faces washed, 
stories read, and prayers said. All 
were tucked in and kisses were 
given. We m a d e it! No one freaked 
ou t and M a m a stayed sane. No t 
once was the ring men t ioned again. 
It was a great bedt ime. 
So, wi th a few spare m o m e n t s , I 
p lopped d o w n at the compute r to 
play a relaxing game. Just then, 
there was a tap on the desk, and 
what landed there by the screen? 
The ring. My husband had been 
put t ing tools away and cleaning up. 
The ring was f o u n d o n the base-
m e n t steps. Wow, I thought , wha t a 
miracle to f ind that tiny thing 
d o w n there! Then I realized, no, 
no t a miracle, it was an answer to 
prayer. The ring had been forgot-
ten, the prayer I had ut tered had 
been forgotten, bu t the Lord hadn ' t 
forgotten. 
I can see that the Lord had give 
m e a little push. He answered m y 
ninety-nine cent prayer to remind 
m e that he is there for any of m y 
needs, large or small, any t ime. 
I th ink I'll go to the bargain 
shop M o n d a y and get my daughter 
another ring. I want to p u t this one 
on a chain and hang it in my new 
kitchen. 
Mary Cober lives in Wellesley, Ont., 
and is the Visitor correspondent for the 
Rosebank congregation. 
October 1998 Evangelical Visitor 9 
Doing the right thing 
An unexpected gift of caring leads to unexpected results 
Pieces of the story continue to come 
together. Answered prayers. Changed lives. 
Healing. These are the things Pastor Fred 
Geib celebrates as he leads the Silverdale 
Brethren in Christ Church in Perkasie, Pa. 
And he had much to rejoice about when it 
came to Joan Finno and her family. 
"The experience with Joan and her family 
has been a good one for all of us," Fred said. 
"It's been exciting to see it all taking place." 
But the story of Joan Finno and the 
church started tragically. In March 1996, 
John Finno, husband of Joan and father to 
Kelly, Kristin, and John, was killed in a 
motorcycle accident. Because of an M M A 
Sharing Fund grant made to the family at the 
time, Joan and her children have become 
active members of the church and have a 
new commitment to Jesus Christ. In addi-
tion, Joan's worries about where she would 
find money to pay for additional health 
insurance costs for the family were relieved. 
The Finno family were members of 
another church, but according to Joan, they 
weren't regularly attending it. 
"My husband and I grew up Catholic, but 
we were inactive," Joan said. "I got away f rom 
church—but I never really thought I got 
much out of it anyway." 
So, Joan and family did not at all expect— 
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After John Finno was tragically 
killed in a motorcycle accident, his 
children John, Kristin, Kelly, and 
wife Joan (not pictured) were 
assisted by a Samaritan Grant 
from MMA and the Silverdale 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
or seek—the t r ea tmen t they received f r o m 
the Silverdale church w h e n her husband 
died. However, t hanks to the efforts of Sil-
verdale's M M A advocate Brenda Sims, Joan 
and her family began to p u t the pieces of 
their lives back together. 
" I 'm still a little overwhelmed, bu t I've 
t u r n e d a lot of m y stress over to the Lord," 
Joan said. "I do a lot of praying and I always 
say the Lord will take care of m e — a n d he has 
so far." 
T h e family's health insurance came 
th rough Joan's e m p l o y m e n t as a nurse. 
W h e n her h u s b a n d died and she reduced her 
work h o u r s to be with her children, she sud-
denly had addi t ional health insurance 
expenses. 
"At the t ime of John's death, o u r children 
were 3, 6, a n d 7 years old. As you can imag-
ine, I was devastated. I had n o idea what was 
going to h a p p e n to us. I knew I would be 
able to w o r k and make a living, b u t I didn ' t 
k n o w wha t we were going to do because 
there is n o way we could afford the addi t ion-
al insurance cost." 
At the t ime Joan had a casual acquain-
tance wi th Brenda Sims t h rough the shared 
school and spor ts activities of their children. 
Joan's chi ldren had even a t tended vacation 
Bible school at Silverdale in the past. Brenda, 
u n b e k n o w n s t to Joan, u p o n learning abou t 
John's death , h a d already begun the process 
of mee t ing Joan's needs. 
O n e of the first person's Brenda went to 
was her pastor, Fred. He caught her vision 
and b u r d e n for Joan as well. 
"Brenda told m e about Joan's experiences 
and that the church should f ind some way to 
help her," Fred said. "So, we solicited an 
offer ing o n her beha l f—$400—which was 
ma tched by a Samar i tan Gran t f r o m M M A . I 
then h a d the pleasure of taking the church's 
po r t ion of the grant m o n e y o u t to Joan." 
Joan Finno's case was the first t ime the Sil-
verdale church had a t t empted to do a Samar-
itan Grant , which encourages a local church 
to reach outs ide its o w n b o d y to help indi-
viduals in the c o m m u n i t y w h o are faced with 
emergency si tuations. 
"The church though t it was a good idea, 
bu t since it was ou r first t ime, we didn' t 
k n o w what k ind of response we'd get," Bren-
da said. "We were very pleased when the 
m o n e y started coming in." 
W h e n Brenda delivered the grant check, 
Joan men t ioned that she'd like to come and 
visit the church somet ime. Brenda was 
thrilled. 
"But we didn' t collect the m o n e y to get 
her to come to church. We collected it 
because it was the right thing to do," Brenda 
said. "We did it because we cared about 
them, and we wanted to show t h e m God's 
love." 
For Joan's part , the outreach f r o m Sil-
verdale was what conf i rmed her decision to 
at tend the church and f r o m there to eventu-
ally join the church. 
"I just finally felt like I had f o u n d the 
church that satisfied m y spiritual needs and 
m a n y other needs as well," Joan said. "It was 
the way they reached ou t to their c o m m u n i t y 
and to m e that really impressed me. This 
church takes care of their own and more . 
" W h e n I started at tending Silverdale, I 
really started making spiritual connections. 
I 'm learning the t rue mean ing of Christ ianity 
by being a round these people. This is where I 
wan t to be." 
"We didn't 
collect the 
money to get 
her to come 
to church. 
We collected 
it because it 
was the right 
thing to do. 
We did it 
because we 
cared about 




A prayer answered 
As John Finno was dying in a motorcycle accident, a family 
a t tending the Silverdale Brethren in Christ Church happened u p o n 
the accident site. While there was no th ing they could do to meet 
his physical needs, they did stop and pray for John, w h o was 
u n k n o w n to them, and for any family members . 
"This family w h o came u p o n the accident was new to o u r 
church," said Fred Geib, pastor of Silverdale. "As they s tood there at 
the site, they prayed God would provide for the family of this m a n , 
if he had any." 
Over t ime, it became k n o w n that one thing Joan, as a grieving 
widow, needed was to be able to talk to someone w h o had been at 
the accident scene. Someone w h o could tell her what it was like. 
"And to have them right here as m e m b e r s of her own c h u r c h — 
well, we just thought this was a really special way for God to mee t 
this desire of Joan's." 
Fred said this example of God's providence in Joan's life cont in-
ues to inspire h i m in his calling as a pastor. 





by John M. Spidaliere 
Harriet Sider Bicksler of Mechanics-
burg , Pa., jo ined a Mennon i t e Central 
C o m m i t t e e ( M C C ) U.S. t r ip to Cuba, 
A u g u s t 30 t o S e p t e m b e r 7, t o m e e t 
B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t a n d M e n n o n i t e 
leaders t he r e a n d see, f i r s t h a n d , the 
issues facing the C u b a n people. 
"We h o p e d to increase ou r exposure 
to C u b a n life and gain a greater under -
s tanding of the effects of the U.S. t rade 
e m b a r g o o n Cuba so we can address 
U . S . - C u b a n issues here ," e x p l a i n e d 
Daryl Yoder-Bontrager, assistant direc-
tor of M C C Latin America/Car ibbean 
program, w h o co-led the trip. Wha t the 
g roup f o u n d was a poor coun t ry and a 
people characterized by a s trong spirit. 
The g roup visited Brethren in Christ 
churches and Mennoni te house church 
groups, as well as M C C partners: the 
Mar t in Luther King Jr. Center and the 
Cuban Counci l of Churches. 
"I was impressed by the church ser-
vices we saw a n d were p a r t of," said 
Bicksler, w h o serves on the M C C U.S. 
Delegation advocates end of 
Cuba embargo in Washington 
by John M. Spidaliere 
Eight members of the recent Mennonite Central Committee 
(MCC) U.S. delegation to Cuba went to Capitol Hill on Septem-
ber 17 to ask lawmakers to reconsider the 38-year-old embargo 
on the island nation. 
The Washington visit took the group to meetings with aides 
to the House of Representatives Agriculture Appropriations 
Committee and the offices of Senator Arlen Specter and the 
National Security Council. 
President John F. Kennedy imposed the embargo on Cuba in 
1961 as tensions between the Soviet Union and the United 
States mounted. Now 38 years later, long after the end of the 
Cold War, the embargo still stands, barring economic trade 
with Cuba. 
"In Cuba, we heard that 90 percent opposed the embargo 
and that special medicines that were needed were denied them 
because of the embargo," Donald Steelburg told aides to Rep. 
Joseph Skeen (R-NM), chair of the committee and Rep. Marcy 
Kaptur (D-OH), ranking minority member on the committee. 
"I feel we should not only be giving humanitarian aid, but 
promoting sale of food to Cuba," Steelburg added. "Our current 
policy is not in the best interest of either the United States or 
Cuba. The more difficult we make it for Cuba economically, the 
more difficult life is for the people of Cuba." 
An amendment proposed by Sen. Christopher Dodd (D-
Conn.) to the Agriculture Appropriations Bill, currently under 
consideration in the House, would endorse sale of food and 
medical supplies to Cuba. The Dodd amendment passed the 
Senate, 60 to 38. But, in a counter move, Senator Robert Tor-
recelli (R-NJ), under pressure from the Cuban American lobby 
in his home state, proposed an amendment to Dodd's, which 
would exempt food and medical sale to any country on the 
State Department list of terrorist states, which includes Cuba. 
The Torecelli amendment also passed the Senate, 67-30. 
The Republican committee aide explained that the GOP 
would prefer to strike the Torrecelli amendment, but pressure 
from the Cuban-American lobby strongly approves the action. 
The aide to Rep. Kaptur said the Democrats supported Dodd 
without the Torrecelli addition. 
During meetings with an aide to Sen. Specter and later with 
the National Security Council director for Latin America, James 
Dobbins, board members shared their Cuba experience, empha-
sizing the freedom of religion enjoyed by Cubans. They also dis-
cussed the Clinton Administration's policy to continue the 
embargo. 
"We saw a lot of suffering," recounted Sam Resendez at a 
meeting with National Security Council officials. "People do 
their best to cope with the rations the government gives them," 
he said. " Most go to the 'underground' market because the six 
pounds of rice don't last and many can't afford more." 
"The embargo," continued Steelburg, "seems to be coun-
terproductive. People told us that Castro used the excuse of 
the embargo to blame the United States for the problems in 
Cuba." 
Ann Graber Hersberger told officials that supporting the 
Cuban people, by ending the embargo, would encourage more 
freedom. "From what we saw, the Cuban people enjoy many 
freedoms we enjoy here in the United States. Discontinuing 
the embargo would reinforce that process," she said. 
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Harriet Sider Bicksler (front 
row, fourth from right) was 
one of a nine-member MCC 
delegation to Cuba. 
execut ive c o m m i t t e e . " W h a t m o s t 
struck me was that everything was wide 
open. There was no at tempt to keep 
things quiet and secret. That's quite dif-
ferent f rom the impression we get of 
persecution in communist countries." 
Life is hard for Cubans, she added. 
"We met many who talked about the 
U.S. trade embargo against their coun-
try. The vast majority seem in favor of 
l o o s e n i n g t he e m b a r g o . W h e n we 
returned home and went to Congress 
to talk about the economic injustice we 
saw in Cuba, we learned that the Cuban 
American lobby is a powerful force in 
Washington. I find it hard to believe 
that this small percentage of the popu-
lation has succeeded in perpetuating 
this embargo , which of ten prevents 
needed food and medicines from enter-
ing the country." 
Also included in the delegation were 
five members of the executive commit-
tee : A n n G r a b e r H e r s h b e r g e r of 
Linville, Va.; Kay Ann Bontrager Singer 
of Goshen, Ind.; Donald Steelberg of 
Wichita, Kan.; and Sam Resendez of 
Del Rey, Calif. 
Willroy Grant, a Costa Rican study-
ing in Eastern Mennonite University's 
Conf l i c t T r a n s f o r m a t i o n P r o g r a m , 
accompanied the group and will stay 
in Cuba as an M C C intern. 
Elizabeth Soto and Yoder-Bontrager 
led the trip. They are both f rom Lan-
caster, Pa. Martin Shupack of the MCC 
Washington Office also joined the del-
egation. He is f rom Alexandria, Va. 
Af ter r e t u r n i n g , Bicksler visi ted 
Washington, D.C., on September 17 
wi th o the r delegat ion member s , to 
report their f indings to members of 
Congress and the Clinton Administra-
tion. 
Harriet Sider Bicksler is a member of 
Grantham Brethren in Christ Church, 
G r a n t h a m , Pa. She is the ed i tor of 
Shalom, a quarterly publication of the 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
John M. Spidaliere is a writer with the MCC 
Communications Department 
Delegat ion addresses the 
state of the C u b a n church 
"We looked for this church in Cua-
tro Caminos for the Sunday night ser-
vice," said Harriet Sider Bicksler. 
"The church was a little building 
stuck between two other buildings. It 
was hot and they had the windows 
open. The sound system was boom-
ing. There was a Pentecostal flavor to 
this congregation," she remembered. 
That description is not unusual for 
a Latin church, but the church Bicksler 
visited is in Cuba, a "communist" 
country. 
The nine-member delegation sent 
by the MCC U.S. executive committee 
met with Martin Luther King Center 
Director Raul Suarez to discuss the 
state of religion in Cuba. 
According to Suarez, shortly after 
the 1959 revolution, Fidel Castro 
adopted the Soviet model of Marxism 
that required all party members be 
atheists. During the 1980s Castro 
began to loosen restrictions on reli-
gion. Suarez, a Baptist minister, and 
Rev. Pablo Oden Marichal, president 
of the Cuban Council of Churches, are 
today both members of the Cuban 
National Assembly. 
MCC supports both the Martin 
Luther King Center and the Cuban 
Council of Churches, providing grants 
for peacemaking activities. 
According to Kay Singer Bontrager, 
the church the group visited appeared, 
"alive, active, and energized with a sig-
nificant mission." 
That mission is growth. With two 
established Brethren in Christ church-
es and 17 house churches in the east-
ern portion of the island and in Cuba's 
capital, Havana, the church, estimated 
Bicksler, has more than 600 members. 
A meeting with Mennonite house 
churches, several hours outside 
Havanna, introduced Ann Graber 
Hershberger to a vibrant congregation 
anxious for expansion and expression 
in Cuba. 
"The church is planning a rally at a 
nearby dance hall soon," said Hers-
berger. "This church remains unregis-
tered, but it doesn't look to me as if 
this restricts them much." 
by John M. Spidaliere 
"Indeed," noted Martin Shupack, 
who serves at the MCC Washington, 
D.C. office, "One of the Brethren in 
Christ pastors told me that as many as 
45 percent of Cubans are now active 
church-going believers, both Catholic 
and Protestant." 
"This is not to say Cuban people 
have a lot of religious freedom," added 
Sam Resendez, a board member from 
Del Rey, Calif. "They keep the service 
inside the church. They don't go out 
with religious tracts and Bibles. How-
ever, they do still enjoy many free-
doms we have here in the United 
States." 
But, continued Bontrager, it is 
restrictions that make the Cuban 
church strong. One church-goer 
explained that the U.S. trade embargo 
makes life hard in Cuba, but has also 
made Christians more faithful. 
'"If we didn't have the embargo, we 
would not have to depend on God as 
much,' she told me," recalled Bon-
trager. "'Because things are hard,' she 
said, 'we must rely on God. If there 
was no embargo, things might become 
too easy and accumulating.wealth 
would replace our reliance on God."' 
The trip marked a new involve-
ment in Cuba by MCC. Don Steel-
burg, board member and pastor from 
Wichita, Kan., explained. "MCC 
should continue efforts in saying to 
church people in North America that 
Cuba and the Cuban people are not 
our enemy." 
Willroy Grant, a student trained in 
conflict transformation at Eastern 
Mennonite University, will be a link to 
promote these efforts, said Steelburg. 
Grant will work in conflict transfor-
mation training at the Martin Luther 
King Center in Havana. He will also be 
working with Brethren in Christ and 
Mennonite groups. 
"There are changes coming in 
Cuba, changes that have already 
begun, and we need to ask ourselves 
how we can facilitate those changes in 
a just and peaceful way," concluded 
Steelburg. 
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THE H U G E P O P U L A T I O N of 
Malawi is not the result of fertile 
soils and economic opportunities 
as is usual for a densely populated 
country. It is the result of escape 
from the oppressive regimes of Chaka in 
South Africa and the Portuguese adminis-
trations on both sides of Malawi. In addi-
tion, the early establishment of missions 
(1875) and the British adminis t ra t ion 
(1891)made islands of security in the midst 
of a terribly cruel slave trade. 
Coupled with that is a continuing high 
fertility rate. This used to be balanced by a 
high death rate where four out of five chil-
dren died before the age of five. This has 
now dropped to one of four, still the high-
est rate in Southern Africa. A banner over 
the road last week indicated that the popu-
lation of Malawi in 1986 was eight million 
and in 1997 was twelve million. Projection 
for 2010 is for twenty million. However, 
more sober estimates are much less, given 
the frightful death rate as the result of the 
AIDS epidemic (35 percent of adults are 
believed to be HIV positive). The current 
life expectancy in Malawi is 49 years— 
again, the worst in Africa. There are more 
than 400,000 orphans resulting from the 
death of those in the 24- to 45-year age 
span. These orphans are growing up on the 
streets and in the villages without decent 
opportunities for education or employ-
ment. 
In July, we visited the Matenganya 
house, the former residence of Brethren in 
Christ World Missions missionaries. This 
was given to the village for use as a school. 
The two bedrooms, small office, living/din-
ing room, kitchen, and bath are now the 
meeting places of seven classes in three 
grades with six teachers. The total furni-
ture consists of four portable blackboards. 
There is not a stick more. Mostly the class-
es meet outside, but when it rains the more 
than 300 pupils and their teachers crowd 
into the house—and are grateful for it. 
With the gifts from Speedwell Heights and 
Dayton Mission, we took an exercise book 
and pencil for each pupil, the first many of 
them have ever had. This is universal pri-
b y A . G r a y b i l l B r u b a k e r 
mary education in Malawi today—and the 
people are glad for it. 
In the 1960s, 80% of the farming fami-
lies—still more than 80% of the popula-
tion—had more than two hectares (about 
four acres) of land to farm. By 1987, 76% 
of them had less than two hectares. By 
1997, 60% of them had less than one 
hectare. You can divide a family's inheri-
tance only so often. 
The average farm can grow only enough 
maize for a few months—from April to 
September. The only other source of in-
come is cottage industries. The roadsides 
are lined with cane chairs, twine made from 
used tires, brooms made from grass, pots 
made from clay, baskets made from split 
reeds, fruits and vegetables, chairs, fire-
wood, and charcoal made from the rapidly 
disappearing forests. 
In short, Malawi is not a viable country. 
Do we need World 
Hunger Funds? No 
question about it.... 
The World Hunger 
Fund.. .preserves 
the people's integrity, 
saves some from 
virtual starvation, 
and enhances the image 
of the church. 
The international community has three 
choices: provide huge amounts of free fer-
tilizer, provide even larger amounts of free 
food, or allow the death rate to climb inex-
orably. Why free? Simply because there is 
no way that the country can pay for it. The 
only way it is holding together is by large 
infusions of funds by governments and 
non-governmental agencies—e.g., Breth-
ren in Christ World Missions. 
It is not that the people do not work 
hard enough. They work as hard as I have 
seen anywhere. They match India in that 
regard. However, it is not enough. The 
youth from these families have no land to 
cultivate and flock to the cities. Rather than 
starve, the girls prostitute themselves and 
die of AIDS in six to eight years. How does 
the prospect of death in eight years com-
pare to the prospect of starving today? The 
boys join gangs and take to robbery. An 
equal number of them get work in the mul-
tiplying security agencies. They are sup-
posed to fight each other; however, there is 
sometimes collusion which appears to both 
sides to be more profi table—and is. A 
guard takes home about $30 per month 
which he must share with his unemployed 
relatives. The average annual income in this 
country is about $23. 
That counts in the large number of 
upper crust who cruise around in their 
Mercedes luxury cars while they talk on 
their cell phones. Much of this income is 
gained by bribery. When I inquired about 
the possibility of buying a generator and 
water pump because the city is not getting 
the services in to the plot for the new 
Church Center, the salesman told me that I 
could have the services in a week—all I 
would need to do is "grease the palm." 
When I said that I do not do that, he simply 
said that I would not get the services. I 
replied: "I will buy a generator first"—the 
trouble is that funds are not available to 
run it. 
Do we need World Hunger Funds? No 
question about it. The people are more 
than willing to work at church and com-
muni ty projects s imply for food. The 
World Hunger Funds that we have been 
allocated will bring good results. It pre-
serves the people's integrity, saves some 
from virtual starvation, and enhances the 
image of the church. May God's richest 
blessing be on those who have contributed. 
Graybill and Ethel Brubaker have been serv-
ing in Malawi since April 1997. They have also 
served in Zambia and as administrator in the 
home office. They are members of the Upland 
Brethren in Christ Church in Upland, Calif. 
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b y J o h n a n d E t h e l S i d e r 
SPAIN'S PLAINS have been scenes of bat t les fierce a n d b loody for well m o r e than 1000 years. The R o m a n s ex tended their empi re 
west to control Spain for five centuries. 
Moors swept across the nar row channel 
be tween N o r t h Afr ica a n d S o u t h e r n 
Spain at Gibraltar, and Islam's conquest 
wi th sword and Allah ravaged the Iberi-
an peninsula . For nearly 800 years they 
ruled. 
A r m e d a n d a n g r y b a n d s f r o m the 
N o r t h swarmed over the Pyrenees, and 
Spain suffered again. The Inquis i t ion— 
King F e r d i n a n d a n d Q u e e n Isabella, 
C o l u m b u s ' voyages—was at its b loody 
worst in Spain, wiping ou t large com-
muni t ies of Protestants and Jews. 
Spain's plains are still the scenes of 
battles, n o w being fough t o n spiritual 
f ronts . For the Spaniard, G o d is m a d e 
in man ' s image and can be br ibed into 
a relationship of cozy complicity. God is 
a pa t ient be ing w h o unde r s t ands the 
weaknesses of the flesh and easily for-
gives. He's no t to be taken too serious-
ly-
T h e 38-year i ron and Fascist rule of 
Franco, w h o worked closely wi th the 
Cathol ic C h u r c h , mon i to r ing , super -
vising, policing the nation's mores, cul-
ture, a n d language, has left Spain with 
quie t r e sen tmen t . But clear rebell ion 
a g a i n s t a n y c o n t r o l s , i n c l u d i n g t h e 
Catholic Church's , has created an even 
m o r e dangerous loss of mora l fiber. 
D u r i n g the 10 years following Fran-
co's death , Spain convulsed with rapid 
pol i t ical a n d social t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s , 
wh ich in o the r coun t r i e s wou ld take 
generat ions. 
A c o n s t i t u t i o n a l m o n a r c h y w a s 
established d u e to democra t ic reforms. 
T h e r e o c c u r r e d a c o m p l e t e t u r n -
a r o u n d in mores . W o m e n went f r o m 
wearing black that nearly covered t h e m 
f r o m head to foot , to wear ing some of 
n i n < £ i n J y p f o n 
the mos t daring clothes in Europe. The 
laws aga ins t d ivorce , b i r t h c o n t r o l , 
abor t ion , homosexuality, and adultery 
were soon struck down. Spain, unde r 
Franco, was almost totally isolated f rom 
the rest of the world. Today, Spain is a 
m e m b e r of the C o m m o n Market and 
people f r o m a dozen countr ies crowd 
their beaches. 
But in Spain there is, as in the hear t 
of every person, the search. That search 
ends in Jesus Christ . Some are f inding 
h im. 
TH E S T O R Y of B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t M i s s i o n s i n S p a i n records the immig ran t s w h o come and go f r o m Colombia, 
Ecuador , a n d Peru. They c o m e for a 
new beginning, for employment ; one 
c a m e to escape Peru's Shining Path's 
threat on his life. W h a t better way to 
find hope and life and new beginning 
t h a n in Chr i s t . S o m e do , a n d f r o m 
t h e m is the present Brethren in Christ 
Church in Spain. Those who immigrate 
f r o m South America are more open to 
the Gospel than the average Spaniard. 
Bruce and Merly Bundy have had the 
joy of l ead ing m a n y of t h e m to t h e 
Lord. 
Each person w h o becomes a par t of 
the g roup is asked to take a course in 
discipleship. Those w h o have complet-
ed the course are expected to disciple 
s o m e n e w c o m e r . Mate r i a l by Ralph 
N e i g h b o r h a s b e e n t r a n s l a t e d i n t o 
Spanish and is the basis for the disci-
pleship program. 
Immigran t s come and go. Of ma jo r 
concern for us and the ongoing min -
istry is the need for Spaniards. It is dif-
ficult to reach them. The g roup wi th 
w h o m we work and worship is m a d e 
u p of most ly women , some of w h o m 
h o p e to r e tu rn to Sou th Amer ica as 
soon as possible. 
Birth pains cont inue. Young Chris-
tians somet imes stumble. They need to 
develop priori t ies and self-discipline. 
Mistrust for the traditional church leads 
to cau t ion of sects. Bui lding t rus t is 
essential. C o m i n g f r o m societies and 
cultures that accept irregular marr iage 
relationships, it is a challenge to bui ld 
strong family units. The disciplines and 
demands of c o m m i t m e n t take t ime to 
learn. Personal convenience mat ters a 
lot and it occasionally takes precedence. 
Extended family ties and priorities, too, 
f requen t ly p r e e m p t loyalty to Chr is t 
and the Church . 
This is not a glamour-fi l led descrip-
t ion of church planting in Spain. You 
need to k n o w some of the issues facing 
Bruce a n d Merly as they minis ter in 
Spain . Spain has a s logan it uses to 
advertise itself to tour i s t s—"Spa in is 
Different." Join us in praying that soon 
m a n y more people in Spain will be dif-
ferent because they know Christ as per-
sonal Savior. 
Will you be, are you ready to be, are 
you commit ted to being involved in the 
ha rves t ? As b r o t h e r s a n d s is ters in 
Christ, we are co-laborers together. In 
practical terms, tha t means the chal-
lenges facing Bruce and Merly are your 
cha l lenges as well . As m a n y of y o u 
know, our battles are w o n or lost in the 
"prayer closet." We trust that m a n y of 
y o u wi l l c o m m i t y o u r s e l v e s t o b e 
A a r o n s a n d H u r s , s u p p o r t i n g t h e 
Bundys and the g roup of Christ ians in 
Madr id . 
John and Ethel Sider spent four months in 
Spain while church planters, Bruce and Merly 
Bundy, were on furlough ministry. Prior to this, 
the Siders served under Brethren in Christ World 
Missions in India and Mexico. They are mem-
bers at Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church in 
Ontario, Canada. This article is abridged from 
their brief Missions Day message at Niagara 
Camp in August 1998. 
October 1998 Evangelical Visitor 15 
M E X I C O 
Isaac (Ike) and Connie 
Flagg wrote the 
following as they were 
near completion of 
their language studies 
in Texas. They and 
their children, Liam 
and Joseph, are 
becoming adjusted to 
their new home and 
ministry opportunities 
in Mexico. The Flaggs' 
home church is Heise 
Hill Brethren in Christ 
Church in Ontario, 
Canada. 
We thought you might find our trip to the little 
town of Moquet i to (one hour south of Reynosa, 
Mexico) an interesting story to fill your day. Every 
o t h e r m o n t h t h e Mex ican Bre th ren in C h r i s t 
churches get together for a Saturday of fellowship, 
worship, and teaching. Melissa Johnston, the Trevor 
Main family, and the Flaggs (nine of us) decided to 
make a day of it. This would be our biggest trip 
together into Mexico thus far. We took the 15-pas-
senger van. Here is how the story unfolded. 
As we were loading the van to leave, we got a call 
f rom our pastor, Jesus, to ask if we would have room 
to take four more adults to the fellowship meeting. 
Ike said, "No problem," forgetting that when he says 
four adults, that doesn't include children and youth. 
Sure enough, when we got to his church in Reynosa, 
^ M e n n o n i t e 
C e n t r a l 
C o m m i t t e e 
a u n i q u e onnect ion 
M C C ' s magaz ine , a Common Place, invites 
you to a unique connect ion wi th M C C 
w o r k e r s serving w o r l d w i d e in the n a m e of 
Christ . R e a d remarkab le stories, and f ind 
out h o w you c a n m a k e a di f ference. 
» .v a unique connection 
a global vantage 
a hopeful vision 
a C o m m o n P l a c e 
To receive a Common Place, 
f ree of charge , f ive t imes a year, 
call or emai l us today! 
U.S. (717) 859 -1151; d l f@mai l .mcc.org 
Can. (204) 261 -6381; canada@mai l .mcc .org 
there were nine adults, youth, and chil-
dren waiting. They all squeezed in with 
the coolers of food and water. We were 
to meet LeRoy and Judy Eberly and 
Paul and Audry Eberhard at the end of 
Jesus' street, and we ended up waiting 
almost three quarters of an h o u r for 
them because of a simple miscommu-
nication. 
Finally, we were on the road. 
The Lord really worked a miracle 
: J at the first check point. Just before 
we stopped Jesus mentioned that 
Jose, the young man w h o m Ike has 
been working with in Jacalito, didn ' t 
have his papers. This is very, very bad. 
They could have made us wait forever, 
and potentially, Jose would have been in 
big t rouble. We slowed d o w n to get 
checked by the mach ine -gun - to t i ng 
soldiers and they waved us t h rough 
without even having us roll down the 
window. 
Jesus, our pastor, got so excited that 
he hollered something about Ike look-
ing like an honest Mexican and woke 
up Joseph, who started to wail! When 
we got to Moquetito, there was a large 
yellow and white tent set up in the mid-
dle of the village, the location of our 
meeting. As soon as we got out of the 
v a n , s o m e o n e g r a b b e d t h e b a b y 
(Joseph), and it didn't take us long to 
realize that there was a very fierce wind 
blowing. 
We broke for lunch, which was deli-
cious; spicy meat, beans, rice, tortillas 
and salad. Since the water is question-
able, pop is always served with meals, 
and Liam was thrilled to death with his 
bottle of Coke! Judy looked after Joseph 
in the camper. The af ternoon session 
started and the wind continued. The 
singing and messages were so good; a 
highlight was listening to a group of 
chi ldren s inging beau t i fu l praise in 
Spanish. While it was a difficult day in 
some ways, it was so wor thwhi le to 
interact wi th m a n y new fr iends. We 
headed back to Texas and the trip was a 
lot less eventful on the way home. We 
did have many things to talk about . 
After showers, we took the rest of the 
evening to unwind f rom the big trip. 
The Lord was so good to us as we faced 
another new and exciting challenge in 
Mexican ministry! m 
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MILLENNIUM 
With the approach of the year 2000, we look 
forward to reaching our current vision for 
250 Growing, Discipling, 
Sending Congregations by A.D. 2 0 0 0 . 
e w m i l l e n n i u m br ings us an o p p o r t u n i t y for us to j o i n t o g e t h e r in d e v e l o p i n g a 
n e w v is ion . As church leaders, w e h a v e d e v e l o p e d a c h u r c h - w i d e 
process of sp i r i tua l a n d s t ra teg ic reassessment . O v e r t h e nex t t w o 
m 
years , w e call t h e church to par t i c ipa te in a f o u r - s t e p process of 
prayer , w a t c h i n g , c o n s u l t i n g a n d par tner ing . 
T h r o u g h m o v i n g a h e a d toge ther , w e h o p e to g e n e r a t e 
m o m e n t u m for r e n e w e d v is ion a n d v i ta l i ty for 
t h e Bre th ren in Chr is t in t h e f i rst d e c a d e of a n e w m i l l e n n i u m . 
As we begin to 
understand the 
activity of God 
...we demonstrate 
our desire to be 
at the heart of 
God's redemptive 
purposes in the 
world in this 
generation. 
Called to Pray 
These are spiritually charged times. 
Revival is occurring in virtually every continent 
and country. 
Brethren in Christ want the Holy Spirit to renew 
our life and work. For this purpose, we call the 
church to two years of sustained prayer for the 
spiritual renewal and united mission of the Brethren 
in Christ. 
"Unt i l now you have not asked for anything in 
my name," Jesus said. "Ask and you will receive, 
so that your joy may be complete." (John 16.24) 
Praying in the name of Jesus 
means praying wi th full 
assurance of all that Christ 
accomplished in his life, death, 
and resurrection — and all that 
he continues to accomplish as 
he reigns at the right hand of 
God the Father. Praying in the 
name of Jesus also means 
praying in accord with his 
purpose and nature. 
How do we pray in unity with the purpose and 
nature of Jesus? Jesus said, "I f you abide in me, 
and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you 
wish, and it will be done for you." 
(John 15.7) By immersing ourselves in 
the words of Scripture, allowing them 
to soak deeply into our hearts and 
minds, we can use the text of the 
Bible to guide and shape our prayers. 
Wi th our Bible in front of us, we 
can read through the New Testament 
— verse by verse, passage by 
passage, book by book — and let the 
words and phrases of Scripture 
"p rompt " and direct our prayers. As 
we pray this way, we cry out to God 
for a clear understanding and 
fulf i l lment of the plans and promises 
of the New Testament in and through 
the Brethren in Christ. Our prayer for 
the church will encompass the breadth and 
depth of the heart and mind of God. 
We invite every person, household and 
congregation to pray for the church. We 
encourage you to "pray without ceasing" 
— in personal and household devotions, in 
prayer meetings and small groups, in prayer 
walks and vigils, in regular and extended times 
of fasting, and in corporate prayer during 
worship. 
As we pray, we will be like "watchmen" on 
the walls of Jerusalem. "You who call on the Lord, 
give yourselves no rest, and give him no rest till he 
establishes Jerusalem and makes her the praise of 
the earth." (Isaiah 62.6-7) 
Timeline: August 1, 1998 through June 30, 2000 
Resource: The New Testament 
Watching God 
at Work 
As we look around us, God seems to l be accelerating and intensifying his 
redemptive work among the peoples of the 
earth. It is as though Jesus is saying in our day, 
as in Mark 1.15, "The time has come. The 
kingdom of God is near . . . " 
In the widely-read book Experiencing God, 
Henry Blackaby reminds us that God is at work in 
the world. He says that we can observe where God 
is at work in our church and congregations. Once 
God shows us what he is doing, we can join with 
him — and he will work through us to accomplish 
his purposes. 
As we pray for the church, we can "wai t in 
expectation" to see where God is at work (Psalm 
5.3). At times the acts of God are plain and 
unmistakable. At other times we need to look 
closely to see what God is doing. Either way, we 
find that discerning God's will is primarily a matter 
of observation. 
In these times filled with God's activity, he is 
clearly working among the Brethren in Christ. 
People are seeking and entering into heart-felt, 
As a practical guide to sustained prayer through the t w o years leading up to the year 2000, we suggest 
these schedules of biblical passages for particular kinds of prayer. 
Personal Prayer 
Family Devot ions 
Pastoral Prayers. 
Small C roups 
Walks and Vigils 
Fasting 
Verse by verse, one chapter every three days 
Key verses, selected f rom one chapter 
every three days 
Key verses, selected f rom three chapters each week 
Key passages, selected f rom three chapters each week 
Selected passages and books 
Selected books 
gations may want to develop additional prayer guides for portions of the New Testament. Two books by Kenneth Boa offer 
s in preparing prayer guides: Face to Face: Praying the Scriptures for Intimate Worship and Face to Face: Praying the Scriptures 
itual Growth (Zondervan). Congregations that develop prayer guides can make them available for wider use by sending them to 
derator at the Brethren in Christ Church Offices for editing and distribution. 
l i fe-changing relationships w i th Jesus. Pastors and 
congregations are breaking new ground in witness 
and service. The "sprouts" of new initiatives in 
mission and ministry are emerging. 
As we watch wha t God is doing, we can grasp 
the shape and outl ine of his vision for our future. 
We encourage pastors and congregations 
to ask: W h a t is God do ing among us? W h a t is 
God saying to us at this t ime? The answers to 
these questions may well be the beginnings of a 
larger and greater work which he wil l reveal in 
years ahead. 
As we begin to understand the activity of God in 
this way, we demonstrate our desire to be at the 
heart of God's redemptive purposes in the wor ld in 
this generation. In our life and work together, we 
share the same focus as Jesus. " M y food , " Jesus 
said, "is to do the will of him who sent me and to 
finish his work . " (John 4.34) 
Timeline: January 1, 1999 to May 31, 1999 
Resource: Henry T. Blackaby, Experiencing God 
(Broadman & Holman) 
People who want to know God's 
purposes should consult with their 
congregations. Together, they 
should weigh and test their sense 
of emerging vision, to determine 
whether it truly comes from God. 
congregations is not 
infallible, it is usually 
reliable. 
A Little Talking... 
A Lot of Listening 
No individual or group can determine wi thou t a doubt that they have discerned all 
of the wil l of the Lord. Every one of us, w i thou t 
exception, can be mistaken. 
But God wil l take care to see that his people are 
not misled. We can rely on the Christian 
community 's judgment to guard against deception. 
W e can usually trust mutual discernment wi th in a 
communi ty of congregations. Though the overall 
perspective of a healthy communi ty of 
In practice, this means 
people w h o want to know 
God's purposes should 
consult w i th the larger 
group to which they 
belong. Together, they 
should weigh and test 
their sense of emerging vision, to determine 
whether it truly comes f rom God. Every Christian 
group shares this responsibility for discernment. 
This means congregations should share 
their discernment w i th other congregations and 
wi th leaders in the church, and congregations 
and leaders should take on responsibility for giv ing 
feedback and counsel to one another. Even good 
understanding should be submitted to the 
judgment of the larger communi ty of faith. 
Through this process of talking and listening, 
we can receive guidance, encouragement, and 
even correction f rom the group. 
As each congregation and ministry prays and 
seeks to know God's purposes, we are calling for 
consultation across the church to help clarify and 
refine God's vision for our future. We ask each 
congregation and ministry to prepare a two-page 
summary of initial observations about what God is 
doing and your anticipated outcomes. 
Congregations will share preliminary summaries 
of their discernment with bishops. Bishops will 
distribute the summaries more broadly. Church 
leaders will direct a similar process of discovery for 
regional conferences and general church ministries, 
and share the results wi th pastors and other church 
leaders. The Leadership Council will direct the 
process of shaping a vision for the denomination, 
and share initial outcomes with congregations, 
regional conferences, and general church boards. 
In response, we can counsel one another as we 
refine our vision. 
Timeline: June 1 to October 31, 1999 
Resource: Two-page summaries of initial vision 
to Partnership 
Christ will return in power and glory — 
this is certain and could occur at any time. 
Because of this hope, we persevere in spreading 
the good news of Christ, knowing that when the 
gospel of the kingdom has been preached to all 
nations, the end will come. 
Jesus Christ commissions the church to make 
disciples of all the world's peoples. We are called to 
share the gospel in every culture and class of 
society. We are called to be a redemptive influence 
in the world, overcoming evil with good. 
To accomplish this, we want to clarify and share 
new vision at every level of the church — congre-
gational, regional and general. Keeping in mind the 
counsel we have received through the consultation 
process, we ask every congregation and ministry, 
along wi th the regional and general conferences, to 
prepare a final statement of vision and anticipated 
outcomes for the first decade of the new 
millennium. 
A book by Rick Warren, The Purpose-Driven 
Church, offers insights that help congregations 
shape their ministry around a clear sense of vision 
and purpose. 
As the final step of this church-wide process of 
prayer, watching, and consulting, we want to blend 
the "customized" visions of every congregation 
and ministry into the "b ig picture"of what God 
wants to do in and through the Brethren in Christ 
Church. Through this, we hope to strengthen and 
implement a bold, strategic partnership for fulfi l l ing 
our mission in the first ten years of the new 
century. 
We compare this partnership to the music of an 
orchestra. In a world-class orchestra every musician 
plays with individual excellence. Every group of 
instruments — whether strings, woodwinds, brass, 
or percussion — contributes a rich texture of 
sound. All the melodies and harmonies blend 
together to produce a wonderful symphony — 
literally, a sound together. 
As we unite our efforts, striving together for the 
faith of the gospel, we look forward to an 
indescribable outcome. " N o w to him who is able to 
do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us, to 
him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! 
Amen!" (Ephesians 3.20-21) 
Timeline: November 1, 1999 to June 30, 2000 
Resource: Rick Warren, The Purpose-Driven Church 
(Zondervan) 
Prepared by the Leadership Council, 1998 
A Call 
S B • 
God at work in our world 
Steadfast and stable 
Ricardo Tovar Cogua is pastor of the 
Niza 9 Brethren in Christ Church in 
Bogota, Colombia. He gives the following 
report in a letter to Jack McClane, Exec-
utive Director of Brethren in Christ 
World Missions. 
In th is m o m e n t we can see s o m e 
results, h o w the church has been stead-
fast unt i l n o w wi th an average at ten-
d a n c e of 150 p e r s o n s e a c h S u n d a y 
morn ing . We have a n e w church in the 
ne ighborhood of Veraguas where O m a r 
and Mar tha Penalosa baptized four per-
sons last semes te r a n d p resen t ly are 
prepar ing ano the r g roup of six persons 
to be baptized in October, in a ceremo-
ny to be held at the Niza 9 church. 
The deve lopment of cell g roups has 
led t o sp i r i t ua l d e v e l o p m e n t w h e r e 
bro thers con t inue to grow in the Lord. 
We have consolidated ministries such as 
y o u t h g r o u p , w o m e n ' s g r o u p , pra ise 
t e am, theological educa t i on , Sunday 
school, marr iage ministry, a n d the dis-
cipleship ministry. 
Ano the r good result that I consider 
i m p o r t a n t is that Sandra, m y wife, and 
I are gaining the respect of the congre-
gat ion for o u r leadership a n d we are 
seeing the f ru i t of that by the growing 
c o m m i t m e n t a n d o b e d i e n c e t o t h e 
Lord tha t the b re th ren of the church 
are giving. In general, there is greater 
stability. It has been a challenge, b u t we 
give the glory to the Lord, and we thank 
h i m for the t eam of leaders that he has 
given to us. 
Update on 
Venezuela ministry 
Mike Holland is pastor of the Rey de Glo-
ria Brethren in Christ Church in Caracas, 
Venezuela. He and his wife Sherry with 
their three children have been serving in 
Venezuela as church planters since 1985. 
Their home churches are Fairview (Ohio) 
and Manor (Pa.). 
From August 10-15 we held the first 
you th c a m p in the new Minis t ry Cen-
ter. Since ou r original cook wasn't able 
to go at the last minute , Sherry headed 
u p the ki tchen for the 55 you th and 
s t a f f a n d a f e w s ta f f c h i l d r e n . O u r 
speaker was a young preacher, Gustavo 
Moro, f r o m Puerto Ordaz (a major nat-
ural resource center for Venezuela), and 
he really c o n n e c t e d w i th the g r o u p , 
m i n i s t e r i n g to t h e felt needs of o u r 
you th in a beaut i fu l way. He was the 
best speaker we've had at any camp yet! 
Two youth received Christ and all were 
chal lenged to a deeper c o m m i t m e n t 
a n d w a l k w i t h C h r i s t . T h e c a m p 
worked well, a l though we didn' t have 
the guys' b a t h r o o m completely d o n e 
u n t i l T h u r s d a y . A f t e r an a l l - n i g h t 
c a m p f i r e prayer and shar ing t ime , a 
g roup of about 12 climbed a moun ta in 
beh ind the lodge where we had a super 




John and Ethel Sider served in India 
under Brethren in Christ World Missions 
for approximately ten years between the 
years of 1965 and 1997. They served most 
recently in Spain. 
T h e h a n d s o m e rooster was tied to 
the cour tyard b a m b o o fence when we 
arrived in Kursela to visit the Topono 
family. But he didn' t stay there long, for 
he ended u p in the delicious chicken 
cur ry which we enjoyed before re turn-
ing to Purnea. Another example of gen-
erous sharing, par t of the bond between 
the Radhe Topono family and us. 
Twenty- f ive years earlier, we h a d 
shared with t hem in the grief experi-
ence of the tragic death of their teenage 
daughter and heard Radhe's quiet com-
m e n t of Chr is t ian hope , "We'll mee t 
again," as we left the burial plot in the 
rice field. Radhe's strong faith, with the 
p a s s i n g of years , b e c a m e t h e s a m e 
s t rong faith of Samuel, his oldest son, 
and Samuel's brothers and sisters. Food 
and fellowship were as rich in Samuel's 
h o m e as in his parents'. Evening family 
prayers were sacred and special t imes 
for us when we visited their h o m e in 
Madhepura . Navin, the oldest son, par-
ticipated in his tu rn . 
Navin's c o m m i t m e n t to Christ fal-
tered. His pa ren t s a n d g r a n d p a r e n t s 
prayed for h im. Pastor Raghu M u r m u 
shepherded h im. 
F o l l o w i n g an e v e n i n g se rv ice a t 
Madhepura , Navin responded to lack 
McClane 's invi ta t ion. F rom then on, 
Navin's life took a new direction. O n a 
later visit to Bihar, we joined the M a d -
hepura congregation, going to the near-
by river to celebrate Navin's bapt ism. 
Share with us ou r joy to read in a 
recent letter from Pastor Raghu Murmu: 
"Through India C a m p u s Crusade for 
Christ, we were delighted to receive the 
lesus Film, projector , a n d generator . 
Navin Topono and another fellow f r o m 
Gamhar ia go with m e on Gospel Team 
preaching missions." 
Radhe to Samuel to N a v i n — f r o m 
generat ion to generation! [ 2 
Senior Pastor installed 
at Messiah Village 
Ron Burgard has been promoted to 
Senior Pastor of the Messiah Village Breth-
ren in Christ Congregation. His formal 
installation was held Sunday, September 
20, 1998, wi th 
Bishop Ray Hock 
present to install 
him. Ron present-
ed a sermon enti-
t led, "The U n -
changing Christ." 
During the service, 
the congregation 
also received new 
members. 
Pastor Burgard came to Messiah Village 
five years ago. He became a pastor in 1960 
for the Evangelical Christian Church and 
continued for 15 years. In 1975, he became 
the senior pastor of the Mechanicsburg 
Brethren in Christ Church, where he served 
for ten years. He also served as pastor of 
the Free Grace Brethren in Christ Church 
near Millersburg, Pa., (1985-1990) and the 
Jemison Valley Brethren in Christ Church 
near Little Marsh, Pa., before joining the 
Messiah Village team. 
October 1998 Evangelical Visitor 17 
Church 
News 
Notes of Congregational Activities in North America 
Lloyd Griffith ordained 
Rev. Lloyd W. Griffi th was 
ordained to the Christian min-
istry on Saturday, June 13, 1998, 
by Bishop Darrell S. Winger at the 
Delisle C o m m u n i t y Chapel in 
Delisle, Saskatchewan, where Rev. 
Griffith has pastored for the last 
ten years. 
Rev. Griffith is a graduate of 
Brandon University in Manitoba 
and is current ly complet ing a 
Master's degree in Biblical Coun-
seling at Briercrest Biblical Semi-
nary in Saskatchewan. 
Rev. Griffith and his wife Ruth 
have six children: Laura, Amy, 
E 
Paul, David, Sarah, and Scott. 
Prior to pastoring the Delisle con-
gregation, the Griffiths pastored 
the Prince Albert, Sask., congre-
gation for six years. Currently, 
Rev. Griffith serves on the Cana-
dian Conference Personnel Com-
mittee. [ 2 
Allegheny Conference 
The Air Hill congregat ion, 
Chambersburg, Pa., heard summer 
outreach reports at their Sept. 2 ser-
vice. • Bijoy Roul from Orissa, India, 
spoke in the Aug. 16 service of the 
Chambersburg congregation. • New 
Life for Girls from Westminster, Md., 
visited the Fairview Ave. congrega-
tion, Waynesboro, Pa., on Aug. 23. • 
The Wednesday evening summer 
children's program of the Five Forks 
congregation, Waynesboro, collected 
shoes for orphans in Romania. A 
beginners' quilting class began Sept. 8. 
• On Aug. 30 the Hollowell church, 
Waynesboro, had a teacher apprecia-
tion breakfast and outdoor baptismal 
service. • Three people were baptized 
Aug. 16 into the fellowship of the 
Martinsburg, Pa., church. 
On Aug. 23 the Montgomery 
congregation, Mercersburg, Pa., had a 
farewell for Pastor and Betty Bryant, 
retiring after 10 years with the con-
gregation. The installation of Dennis 
Ritchey was Sept. 6. •> On Aug. 23,12 
persons were baptized and 4 became 
members at the Mt. Rock church, 
Shippensburg, Pa. • The youth of the 
Mt. Tabor church, Mercersburg, met 
Aug. 16 for tubing and a cookout. 
The guest speaker Aug. 23 was Nor-
man Blowers. •!• On Aug. 16, Bijoy 
Roul prepared a meal and shared with 
the South Mountain congregation, 
Shippensburg, on what God is doing 
in India. • On Aug. 15 the Van Lear 
congregation, Williamsport, Md., had 
a picnic and mystery auction hosted 
by the missions committee. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Circle of Hope congregation, 
Philadelphia, Pa., has started a store 
on South Tenth Street called Worldly 
Goods: Imports from Around the 
World. A youth group from Gran-
tham helped with painting on July 20. 
•> Eleven teens and six adults of the 
Conoy congregation, Elizabethtown, 
Pa., took a missions trip July 10-19 to 
paint the inside of the Homestead 
(Fla.) Mennonite Church. •> Eight 
people of the Cross Roads church, 
Mount Joy, Pa., were involved in 
prayer walks during the summer Sun-
day school hours. • Mike and Eileen 
Andrews of Southwest Indian School 
joined the Fairland congregation, 
Cleona, Pa., on Aug. 5 for an Indian 
taco dinner followed by adult and 
children's ministries. 
Three men of the Free Grace 
church, Millersburg, Pa., were in 
Nicaragua Aug. 15-29 assisting with 
Southern California 
Festival Sale and 
Auction 
The first Southern California 
Festival Sale and Auction on May 
29-30 raised $74,000 for Menno-
nite Central Committee's mission 
and relief work around the world. 
" S o m e t h i n g for the ent i re 
family—an unforgettable experi-
ence" was the theme of the relief 
sale at Pacific Christian Center 
located on the former Upland 
College campus. 
The family theme was experi-
enced throughout the event. Chil-
dren participated in Kids World 
and in the Kids March For Relief 
in the gymnasium prior to open-
ing ceremonies. The youth served 
as volunteers and had their own 
sports activities. 
The auction was held in the 
g y m n a s i u m for f u r n i t u r e , 
antiques, collectibles, and more 
t h a n 125 qu i l t s , c o m f o r t e r s , 
afghans, wall hangings, and relat-
ed items. The highest bid for a 
quilt was $4,000. 
The silent auction and house-
hold items also brought in high 
proceeds. "The Angel," a sculp-
ture by Margaret Hudson, sold 
for $1,675. 
A f i ve -k i l ome te r R u n for 
Relief was held Saturday. 
The Country Store was locat-
ed in the former dining room. 
More than 100 home-baked pies 
were sold along with other baked 
goods. 
More than 500 people enjoyed 
the barbecue beef dinner on Fri-
day and " M a k e Your O w n 
Omelet" on Saturday. There were 
seven food booths, with some 
presenting an international flavor. 
Ralph Wenger serving 
at the strawberry pie 
booth (left). Presenta-
tion to Stan and Anna 
Myrl Long (below). 
On Sa tu rday 
during the opening 
ce r emon ie s , t he 
Joong Ang Korean 
C h u r c h f u r n i s h e d 
special music. Later 
that day, the Faith 
Chape l f r o m Los 
Angeles provided music on cam-
pus. A highlight to conclude the 
two-day event was 
the Celebration in 
Song on Sunday at 
the Upland Breth-
ren in Chr i s t 
Church. The pro-
g ram i n c l u d e d 
singing by the con-
grega t ion and a 
v o l u n t e e r mixed 
choir directed by 
Ron E. Long. 
Besides the 
f u n d s raised, the 
relief sale has 
brought other pos-
itive returns, said sale chairman, 
Stan Long. The relief sale started a 
ministry of giving clothing to 
M e n n o n i t e a n d B r e t h r e n in 
Christ missions, and new possi-
bilities for opening thrift and Ten 
Thousand Villages stores. Others 
have been inspi red to start a 
"quilting party" to prepare items 
for upcoming relief sales. It was 
also a gathering of people from 
Brethren in Christ, Mennonite, 
and other denominations for new 
fellowship and volunteer oppor-
tunities. ^ 
18 Evangelical Visitor October 1998 
church construction and weekend 
ministries. Three persons were bap-
tized into the church Aug. 30. • "Veg-
gie Tales" was the Aug. 10-14 VBS 
theme at the Hempfield church, Lan-
caster, Pa. On Aug. 9 at the Landisville 
Campgrounds the congregation host-
ed the film "Martyred," about Chet 
Bitterman. • The Manheim, Pa., 
church has set a three-year fund rais-
ing goal of $750,000 for their new 
building. The church hosted their 
annual golf outing Aug. 29. •:• Bijoy 
Roul from India spoke Aug. 9 at the 
Manor church, Mountville, Pa. The 
women have begun a new Bible study 
on Esther and Ruth. •:• The Millers-
ville, Pa., church had an outdoor ves-
per service on Aug. 30. The young 
adults sponsored a 24-hour prayer 
watch on Aug. 28-29. 
The Bruce Bundy family shared 
in the Aug. 12 service of the Mt. 
Pleasant church, Mount Joy, Pa. • 
The Sept. 20 Kids Day special feature 
at the New Joy church, Akron, Pa., 
was The P.I.C. Puppeteers and the 
message, "Kids Need More Than Fish 
and Buns." •:• Jay and Marion Sisco of 
the Palmyra, Pa., congregation cele-
brated 50 years of marriage on Aug. 7. 
Members were invited to come to the 
service in their work clothes on Labor 
Day Sunday. •:• The Pequea church, 
Lancaster, Pa., began Weigh Down 
Workshop meetings Aug. 18. Ten 
people were baptized Aug. 16. Charles 
Lady sang in the Aug. 9 service. 
The Christian education commis-
sion of the Refton, Pa., church host-
ed a trip to a Hebrew Tabernacle 
replica on Aug. 22. • The Skyline 
View church, Harrisburg, Pa., hosted 
speaker and general secretary Ken 
Hoke in the Aug. 9 service. • Bishop 
Craig Sider visited the Speedwell 
Heights congregation on Aug. 23. 
Missionaries Bruce and Merly Bundy 
spoke about Spain in the Sept. 6 ser-
vice. 
Canadian Conference 
Seven persons were baptized in 
July at the Heise Hill church, Gorm-
ley, Ont. A Kids Klub staff apprecia-
tion party and meeting was Aug. 20. 
The annual corn roast was Aug. 23. • 
Lynda Kelly spoke in the Aug. 16 
morning service of the Oak Ridges, 
Ont., church; a concert of prayer was 
in the evening. The congregation 
studied Swindoll's Grace Awakening 
on Wednesday evenings. • On Sept. 
13 the Port Colborne church 
returned to two services, and had 
their Sunday school kickoff and pic-
nic at Cedar Bay Park. • On Aug. 9 
the Rosebank congregation, Peters-
burg, Ont., enjoyed the music of 
Pauline Cober; and provided the 
evening service at Fairview Retire-
ment Centre. 
The Sherkston, Ont., church had 
campfire get-togethers on Saturday 
nights through Sept. 5. The film "The 
Ride" was shown in two parts on 
Sept. 6, Sunday school and evening. •> 
On Aug. 23 the Springvale, Ont., 
church hosted the visit of Bishop Dar-
ryl Winger and the 25th anniversary 
open house for Pastor Allan and Mrs. 
Thompson. •> Steve Blakey informed 
the Stayner, Ont., congregation on 
July 26 of his work in India with 
orphans and street kids. • On Aug. 
23, Curtis Book from Colombia was 
the guest speaker for the Wainfleet, 
Ont., congregation; 20 people took a 
guided tour of the replica of the Old 
Testament Tabernacle in Burlington. 
Six teens and the youth pastoral 
couple of the Westheights church, 
Kitchener, Ont., were part of a TIMS 
trip to Pennsylvania Aug. 2-8. 
Central Conference 
Pastor Book of the Christian 
Union church, Garrett, Ind., spoke 
Aug. 9 at the Heritage Day commu-
nity worship service on the theme 
"Character Counts." • The youth 
group of the Lakeview church , 
Goodrich, Mich., planned a trip to 
Tiger Stadium for Aug. 28. The choir 
kickoff party was Aug. 22. • The 
Northgate fellowship, Tipp City, 
Ohio, enjoyed a pool party after the 
Aug. 16 service. •> The Pleasant Hill, 
Ohio, congregation participated 
recently in work camp at Appalachian 
Reach Out. •> The Sippo Valley 
church, Massillon, Ohio, hosted the 
northern Ohio singspiration of Aug. 
30. •> Seven people were baptized 
Aug. 23 into the fellowship of the Val-
ley Chapel church, East Canton, 
Ohio. On Aug. 9 the congregation 
had a meal to honor Pastor and 
Wanita Burkett's first year of min-
O p e n i n g 
The Harrisburg Brethren in Christ Church is looking for 
a part-time Pastor of Administration and Leadership Devel-
opment to begin ministry as early as January 1999. Resumes 
may be sent to Pastor Glenn (Woody) Dalton, Harrisburg 
Brethren in Christ Church, 2001 Chestnut St., Harrisburg, 
PA 17104, by December 1,1998. 
We are a growing urban church of about 200, with both 
city and suburban attenders. We have decided to remain in 
the general neighborhood where we are located. Our vision 
is exciting and challenging. 
If you have any questions, please call the church office at 
(717) 234-1583. 
E.V. Timelines 
Selected from the archives of the EVANGELICAL VISITOR 
1 0 0 Years A g o 
Oct. 1, 1898—Editor H. N. Engle 
writes, "One who is interested in the 
welfare of the youth of our genera-
tion asks, Are the 'young people' not 
being too much neglected through the Visitor? In reply 
we would have to say, Yes; and some one is responsible 
for the neglect. We welcome appropriate matter for this 
department. And yet it must be considered that the edi-
tor is continually overcrowded without giving special 
attention to the 'departments.' 'Our Youth' in itself might 
occupy the consecrated care and talent of some God-
called individual..." 
7 5 Y e a r s A g o 
Oct. 29, 1923—In an article reprinted from Moody 
Institute Monthly, A. R. Funderburk answers the ques-
tion, "The Ku Klux Klan—Is It Of God": "...from a com-
parison of these points of teaching it is easily seen that the 
teaching of the Klan is not the teaching of the Bible.... 
How could the Klan embrace Christianity and the Chris-
tian religion when its very constitution would bar the 
Founder of Christianity from membership? Our Lord 
Jesus Christ was a Jew and no Jew is eligible to member-
ship. Yet they claim to stand 'for the principles of Chris-
tianity....'" 
50 Years Ago 
Oct. 4,1948—In a guest editorial from the Methodist 
Challenge: "Even in political speeches we are hearing 
much about the necessity of spiritual undergirding of the 
nation, and not too soon.... [But] when we refer to a 
rising tide of spirituality... we must be careful lest we per-
mit a cheap substitute to occupy the throne in our think-
ing... A spiritual man is a man who is right in his inner 
life in relationship to the unseen and often intangible 
assets of the soul.... His thoughts, aspirations and pur-
poses anchor not in time but in eternity. The Christian 
viewpoint is that only in a personal loyalty to Jesus Christ 
may such an experience be achieved." 
continued on page 22 
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istry. • The Wooster, Ohio, congre-
gation began a new small group on 
Sept. 13. 
Midwest Conference 
The Bethany congregat ion , 
Thomas, Okla., provided the service 
Aug. 16 at the local nursing home. 
The Fifth Sunday gospel quartet min-
istered in the July 26 service in the 
absence of the pastor. • On Aug. 16 
CrossWise from Tabor College pro-
vided a program of music for the 
Zion church, Abilene, Kan. A farewell 
meal for Ron and Kerry Bowell was 
Aug. 23. Kerry Coup was installed as 
pastor Aug. 30. 
Pacific Conference 
The Chino, Calif., church hosted 
summer family movies on the lawn 
of city hall on Friday nights. •> Rev. 
Leonard and Betty Weinert were 
guest ministers at the Pacific High-
way church, Salem., Ore., on Aug. 9. 
• On Sept. 20 the Prime Timers of 
the Upland, Calif., church hosted a 
concert by the Faith Chapel Singers. 
Ron Hall was guest speaker Sept. 6. •> 
On Sept. 29-30, during Yom Kippur, 
the Walnut, Calif., congregation had 
days of prayer for renewal. 
Southeast Conference 
The Highland Park congrega-
tion, Dublin, Va., had a Sunday 
school picnic at the church on Aug. 
30. A women's craft night was Sept. 1. 
• The Millerfields congregation, 
Columbia, Ky., had Labor Day week-
end evening services with Ralph Fos-
ter. 
Susquehanna Conference 
The Cedar Grove congregation, 
Mifflintown, Pa., is gathering photos 
for a new family feature bulletin 
board. •> The Fairview church, New 
Cumberland, Pa., had their annual 
bake-yard sale Aug. 29. Members 
helped in the kitchen at Roxbury 
Camp on Aug. 4. • Karen Helmuth 
was the pastoral intern Aug. 9-14 at 
the Messiah Vil lage church , 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. • The Redland 
Valley congregation, York Haven, 
Pa., had family camping Sept. 4-7 at 
CRC. The annual pig roast was Sept. 
20. 






by Philip D. Keefer, 
Executive Director of Stewardship 
for the Brethren in Christ Church. 
PUBLIC DEBT rose to an aston-ishing $5,538,203,732,687.43 in the United States on August 25, 
1998. Tha t is u p m o r e t han 100 per-
cent over September 1988, according 
to the Bureau of Public Debt. 
According to the federal govern-
ment , bor rowing rose by $7 billion for 
the m o n t h of February 1998 to $1.24 
trillion dollars, after rising $4.6 billion 
in January 1998. The biggest factor for 
the increase was credit card debt, 
which rose to $3.9 billion in February 
f r o m $2.1 billion in January. Is it any 
wonder when marketers are pushing 
credit on previously b a n k r u p t people 
in record numbers? I've had situations 
where people are absolutely on the 
verge of a bankrup tcy and they're sent 
a new card or checks. W h y would a 
b a n k send a $10,000 credit line to 
someone who's already drowning?" 
writes L. Stuart Ditzen for the Knight-
Ridder Newspapers. 
Generally banks 
only want to k n o w if 
you are breathing to 
issue you a credit card. 
It is the mos t aggres-
sively marketed p rod -
uct in ou r society. 
Dogs, dead people, 
and children three or 
four years old have 
received credit card 
offers, according to 
financial advisor Dave 
Ramsey. 
W h y the prolifera-
t ion in market ing 
credit cards? Greed! W h a t is the driv-
ing force behind doubl ing the publ ic 
debt in a decade? Greed! A factor in 
the rise of credit card debt in this year 
is greed. 
"Take heed and beware of cov-
etousness, for one's life does no t con-
sist in the abundance of the things he 
possesses" (Luke: 12:15 NKJV). T h e 
caut ion in this verse is clear: Beware, 
and be on your guard against every 
f o r m of greed. Debt makes it very easy 
to f u n d greed. "A selfish person placed 
in an env i ronment of almost unl imit -
ed oppor tun i ty to be selfish (our 
country, or any shopping mall) will 
always react with greed," according to 
Ron Blue. 
Some of you are undoub ted ly 
thinking, "I use m y credit card for 
emergencies." 
"Your credit card is n o t saving you 
f r o m emergencies; it is creating them," 
according to an article; "Breaking O u t 
of Plastic Prison." 
Are you thinking, "I always pay my 
balance wi thou t incurr ing any interest 
expense?" 
"If you use credit cards, your 
spending level will be approximately 
34 percent greater than if you use 
cash—and this assumes that you pay 
your credit card bills off every m o n t h . 
So the mere fact of having credit cards 
available to you indicates that you'll 
use it to spend more than you wou ld 
otherwise spend," writes Ron Blue. 
Blue says that the percentage is 
according to the credit card c o m p a -
nies. 
Cooperative Ministries 
Receipts, Year to Date January 1-August 31,1998 
United States Canada 
1998 1997 1998 1997 
Proportionate 1.421.275 1.386.661 236.921 224.614 
Congregational 1,374,687 1,293,989 236,921 223,065 
Individual 46.588 92,672 0 1,549 
Designated and 
Direct Giving 544.500 386.454 28.777 47.455 
Congregational 339,104 190,431 28,777 45,805 
Individual 205,396 196,023 1,650 
Total to Date 1.965.775 1.773.115 236.921 224.614 
Total Budget 3.768.911 3.877.632 452.000* 419.300* 
Received to Date 52.2% 45.7% 52% 54% 
*Note: Canadian Conference total budget does not include designated or direct giving. 




Abhaibolacharn: Chloe Tipaha, 
July 19; Tik and Becky (Fretz) Abhai-
bolacharn, Bangkok, Thailand. 
Barnett: Andrew James, Aug. 4; 
Jon and Marian Barnett, Five Forks 
congregation, Pa. 
Beaudin: Brandon, July 12; Steve 
and Tania Beaudin, Rosebank con-
gregation, Ont. 
Bertran: Samantha Julia Ruth, 
July 24; Doug and Jean Bertran, 
Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Coben Samantha Eilene, Aug. 7; 
Roland and Donna (VanderBent) 
Cober, Rosebank congregation, Ont. 
Coover: Alexis Nicole, July 23; 
Steve and Virginia (Hockenberry) 
Coover, Mt. Rock congregation, Pa. 
Fehr: Darin Michael, July 17; 
David and Jackie Fehr, Houghton 
congregation, Ont. 
Fretz: Levi John, Aug. 11; Clarke 
and Heather (Nix) Fretz, Sherkston 
congregation, Ont. 
Godby: Nathaniel Logan, Aug. 22; 
David and Amy (Floyd) Godby, 
Millersfield congregation, Ky. 
Good: Anne Elizabeth, July 24; 
Cory and Penny Good, Walnut Valley 
congregation, Calif. 
Housser: Taia Breeze, June 5; 
John and Melisa Housser, Sherkston 
congregation, Ont. 
Horst: Cory Robert, Aug. 24; 
Robert and Anna (Leeper) Horst, 
Palmyra congregation, Pa. 
Niesley: Joanna Gail, Aug. 5; 
Duane and Cindy (Hess) Niesley, 
Cross Roads congregation, Mt. Joy, 
Pa. 
Linton: Spencer James, July 22; 
Steve and Carrie (Stoner) Linton, 
Lancaster congregation, Pa. 
Ott: Mark Cleveland, July 18; 
Mark and Stephanie (Lehman) Ott, 
Perkiomen Valley congregation, Pa. 
Palmer: Kerry Marie, Aug. 6; Jack 
and Gretchen (Zerphey) Palmer, 
Speedwell Heights congregation, Pa. 
Schaeffer: Sierra Faith, May 18; 
William and Helena (Reyes) Schaef-
How is credit card spending affect-
ing your life and happiness? As a 
young couple, my wife and I experi-
enced the stress that comes with cred-
it cards. Is credit card spending affect-
ing your life? Do you have a credit 
card problem? You can determine 
whether you have a credit card (debt) 
problem by answering the following 
true-false questions (taken from Ron 
Blue's book, The Debt Squeeze). 
1. You spend money in the expec-
tation that your income will 
increase in the future. 
• True • False 
2. You take cash advances on one 
credit card to pay off bills on 
another. 
• True • False 
3. You spend more than 20 per-
cent of your income on 
credit-card bills. 
• True • False 
4. You often fail to keep an accu-
rate record of your purchases. 
• True • False 
5. You have applied for more than 
five credit cards in the past 
twelve months. 
• True • False 
6. You regularly pay for groceries 
with a credit card. 
• True • False 
7. You often hide your credit card 
purchases f rom your family. 
• True • False 
8. Owning several credit cards 
makes you feel richer. 
• True • False 
9. You pay off your monthly credit 
bills but let others slide, such as 
doctors' bills and utility bills. 
• True • False 
10. You like to collect cash from 
friends in restaurants and then 
charge the tab on your credit 
card. 
• True • False 
11. You almost always make only 
the min imum payments rather 
than paying your entire credit 
card bill. 
• True • False 
12. You have trouble imagining 
your life without credit. 
• True • False 
If you answered "true" to three or 
more of these questions, then you 
have entered the caution zone; you 
are on the verge of sliding down the 
slippery slope of out-of-control debt. 
Credit cards are not the enemy. 
Unplanned spending is. Spiraling 
personal credit card debt is about 
impulse spending. The desire to 
acquire has become as fundamental 
as eating. In today's society, when we 
charge food, it is no longer "once over 
the lips, forever on the hips." It is for-
ever on the balance sheet. According 
to Master Card, charging food is one 
of the fastest growing categories of 
debt-acquisition, the second fastest 
growing category is taxes. 
Do you like snakes? I don't! Some 
people like them enough to keep 
them as pets in their home. They put 
a python in a terrarium and call it a 
pet, but it remains a dangerous reptile 
with the ability to squeeze the life out 
of the owner. Someone has said, 
"Your credit card is a python in your 
pocket. Though you may domesticate 
it, it remains potentially dangerous." 
A credit card, like a python, always 
has the potential of putting a squeeze 
on you. 
We have an eagerness to possess 
what we will not wait to secure, a 
craving which does not fulfill, and a 
hunger to indulge in temporary satis-
factions. Ravenous appetites are 
grasping and intemperate. And we 
pay for it with plastic. 
If the Apostle Paul would have 
lived in 1998 instead of almost two 
thousand years earlier, I wonder if the 
root of all evil would have been iden-
tified as the love of credit cards, 
instead of simply, the love of money. 
Greed, a twisted desire for prosper-
ity and abundance, means we will 
always want something more which is 
just out of our grasp. Greed may put 
more shoes (and shirts and slacks and 
dresses) in our closets, but it will 
never clothe the nakedness which 
exists inside everyone of us. That spir-
itual debt needs a spiritual solution. 
When Jesus said, "Come to me, all of 
you who are weary and burdened and 
I will give you rest" (Matthew 11:28). 
He was offering relief f rom a debt we 
cannot pay. It is a debt which he does 
not owe, but simply for asking, he will 
write over that spiritual debt, "Paid in 
full." a 
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fer, Perkiomen Valley congregation, 
Pa. 
Sider: Maggie Hope, Aug. 12; 
Troy and Natalie Sider, Port Col-
borne congregation, Ont. 
Smith: Kelsey Elizabeth Riley, 
Aug. 7; Jeff and Heidi (Van den 
Hurk) Smith, Stayner congregation, 
Ont. 
Thiesen: Travor Donavan, July 
15; David and Mary Thiesen, 
Houghton congregation, Ont. 
Wall: Grave Katherine, July 31; 
Abe and Charlotte (Brown) Wall, 
Houghton congregation, Ont. 
Warrinen Dale Andrew, May 18; 
James and Nancy (Kline) Warriner, 
Perkiomen Valley congregation, Pa. 
Wideman: Emily Anne, Aug. 5; 
Mark and Leanne (Smith) Wideman, 
Oak Ridges congregation, Ont. 
Weddings 
Arnold - DeRoo: Dawna DeRoo, 
daughter of Lynda and Ed Franczek, 
Burlington, Ont., and Dan Arnold, 
son of Nancy Dekker, Midhurst, Ont., 
and Bruce Arnold, Toronto, Ont., 
June 20, at Rosebank Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Dan Stead-
man officiating. 
Campbell - Pardue: Heather, 
daughter of John and Joyce Kaczinski, 
East Petersburg, Pa., and Matthew, 
son of Roland and Ruth Campbell, 
East Petersburg, Aug. 8, at Lancaster 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
E.V. Timelines 
Selected from the archives of the EVANGELICAL VISITOR 
continued from page 19 
2 5 Y e a r s A g o 
O c t . 2 5 , 1 9 7 3 — J o h n Z e r c h e r , i n 
a n e d i t o r i a l t i t l e d " M a r k s o f M a t u r i -
t y " : " M a t u r i t y c o m b i n e s c e r t a i n t y 
w i t h o p e n n e s s t o t r u t h . O n e is n e i t h e r c a r r i e d a w a y w i t h 
e v e r y n e w ' w i n d o f d o c t r i n e ' n o r c l o s e d t o t h e t r u t h t h a t 
is a n e s s e n t i a l e l e m e n t o f g r o w t h . S tab i l i t y is n o t p o s s i b l e 
w h e r e t h e r e is a s u p e r f i c i a l k n o w l e d g e o f t h e W o r d . S i n -
c e r e C h r i s t i a n s , w i t h i n a d e q u a t e k n o w l e d g e o f t h e Bib le , 
a r e e a s y p r e y f o r t h e p e r s u a s i v e p r e a c h e r w h o s e h e r e s y 
m a y s i m p l y b e t h e d i s t o r t i o n o f b ib l i ca l t r u t h i n e m p h a -
s i z i n g o n e f a c e t o f t r u t h all o u t o f p r o p o r t i o n t o i ts b i b -
l ical p e r s p e c t i v e . I n s t e a d o f m a t u r i t y o n e h a s m o n s t r o s -
•, » lty. 
1 0 Y e a r s A g o 
O c t o b e r 1 9 8 8 — T e r r y B r e n s i n g e r , i n " R e f l e c t i o n s o n 
C h u r c h G r o w t h , " d i s c u s s i n g h o w t o e v a l u a t e c o n g r e g a -
t i o n a l g r o w t h : " . . . the w o r d s t o t h e s e v e n c h u r c h e s in t h e 
s e c o n d a n d t h i r d c h a p t e r s o f R e v e l a t i o n a r e m o s t c h a l -
l e n g i n g h e r e . O f t h e s e v e n c h u r c h e s , t w o rece ive o u t -
s t a n d i n g m a r k s , t h r e e a r e r a t h e r m e d i o c r e , a n d t w o fai l 
o u t r i g h t . R e m a r k a b l y e n o u g h , t h e t w o f a i l i ng c h u r c h e s 
a r e a l s o t h e l a r g e s t a n d m o s t p o w e r f u l . S imi l a r ly , t h e 
t w o r e c e i v i n g t h e h i g h e s t g r a d e s , t h o s e i n S m y r n a a n d 
P h i l a d e l p h i a , a r e t h e s m a l l e s t a n d w e a k e s t . Is Jesus c o n -
f u s e d ? H a s h e m i s p l a c e d t h e g r a d i n g scale? O r d o w e a t 
t i m e s e v a l u a t e c h u r c h e s u s i n g t h e w r o n g c r i t e r i a? D o 
w e p e r h a p s s u b s t i t u t e size f o r s u b s t a n c e , a n d faci l i t ies f o r 
f a i t h f u l n e s s ? T h e w r o n g m e a s u r i n g r o d [ e n c o u r a g e s ] 
c h u r c h e s t o e m p l o y t h e w r o n g m e t h o d s in t h e i r a t t e m p t s 
t o a c c o m p l i s h t h e w r o n g goals ." 
James Ernst and Rev. Martha Lock-
wood officiating. 
Gascoyne - Barlet: Alicia Anne 
Barlet, Columbia, Pa., and Phillip 
James Gascoyne, Strasburg, Pa., Aug. 
15, at Manor Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. John Hawbaker 
officiating. 
Gingrich - Yoden Kristine Lynn, 
daughter of Marion and Eleanor 
Yoder, Mechanicsburg, Pa., and Peter 
Geoffrey, son of Jerry and Judy Gin-
grich, Goodletsville, Ind., Aug. 1, at 
Grantham Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Linda Gephart officiating. 
Myers-Musser: Amy Diane, 
daughter of Laverne and Diane Muss-
er, Shippensburg, Pa., and Lynn 
Eugene, son of Ray and Rozanna 
Myers, Orrstown, Pa., May 16, at Air 
Hill Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Lloyd Zimmerman and Rev. 
Allan Mummert officiating. 
Oberholser - Wisnieski: Joy 
Faith, daughter of Frank and Lois 
Wisnieski, Mechanicsburg, Pa., and 
Douglas Martin, son of Karl and Con-
nie Oberholser, Mechanicsburg, Aug. 
1, at Carlisle Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Mary Jane Davis 
officiating. 
Shilling - Kline: Florence Kline 
and Richard Shilling, Sr., Aug. 1, at 
Van Lear Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Wilbur W. Benner officiat-
ing. 
Truett - Fortney: Nicole, daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Fortney Jr., 
Waynesboro, Pa., and Ricky Truett 
Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Ricky Truett, 
Fayetteville, Pa., Aug. 22, at Five Forks 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Wilbur Besecker officiating. 
Obituaries 
Benner: David Brian Benner, 
born Apr. 30, 1979, son of Donald 
and Laurie Benner, Richfield, Pa., 
died July 12. Surviving with his par-
ents are a brother, Donald; and a 
nephew. Funeral services were con-
ducted at the Free Spring Church of 
the Brethren by Rev. Wilbur W. Ben-
ner. Interment was in Bunkertown 
Cemetery. 
Bicksler: Elva Mae Bicksler, born 
Mar. 8,1922, daughter of Harvey and 
Alice Auker Smeltzer, died Aug. 2. 
Surviving are her husband, John S. 
Bicksler; two sons, Dale R. and Den-
nis R.; a daughter, Lois Arlene Mel-
horn; seven grandchildren; a great-
grandson; a brother, George Smeltzer; 
and a sister, Sylvia Wenger. Elva was a 
resident at Messiah Village, and had 
served in the pastorate with her hus-
Board meetings are held at Grantham, Pa., unless 
otherwise noted. For more information, contact the 
denominational office, P.O. Box 290, Grantham, Pa. 
17027; phone (717) 697-2634. 
Nov. 1-3 Leadership Council Retreat 
Nov. 3-5 Leadership Council 
Nov. 5-7 Pastor/Spouse Orientat ion 
Nov. 20-21 Board for Media Ministries board meeting -
Nappanee, Ind. 
1999 
Jan. 18-20 Theology of Salvation Core Course 
Jan. 28-30 Board for Wor ld Missions board meeting 
Jan. 28-30 Messiah College Board of Trustees meet ing 
Feb. 2-4 Leadership Council 
Feb. 4-6 General Conference Board 
Feb. 11-13 Brethren in Christ Polity Core Course -
Upland, Calif. 
Mar. 5-6 Pacific Conference 
Mar. 14-18 Theology of the Church Core Course 
(tentative) 
Mar. 19-20 Central Conference 
Mar. 19-20 Midwest Conference 
Mar. 26-27 Atlantic Conference? 
Apr. 10 Allegheny Conference 
Apr. 16-17 Canadian Conference 
Apr. 16-17 Susquehanna Conference 
Apr. 19-23 Brethren in Christ Church History Core 
Course - Wainfleet, Ont . 
Apr. 30-May 1 Southeast Conference 
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band. She was a member of the Fair-
land congregation, Pa., where the 
funera l was held with Rev. Ron 
Slabaugh officiating. Interment was 
in the church cemetery. 
Brough: Louise S. Brough, born 
Sept. 5, 1925, daughter of Jacob C. 
and Ada Jacobs Sprow, died July 21. 
Preceding her in death were six broth-
ers and three sisters. Surviving are her 
husband, John S. Brough; a daugh-
ter, Ada M. Eckenrode; two grand-
daughters; four great-grandchildren; 
and two sisters, Leona V. Martin and 
Velva I. Stoner. Louise worked at Let-
terkenny Army Depot, H.J. Heinz 
Co., and Knouse Foods. She enjoyed 
collecting dolls, crocheting, swim-
ming, and making crafts with her 
grandchildren. She was a member of 
the Chambersburg congregation, Pa. 
The funeral was held at Thomas L. 
Geisel Funeral H o m e with Rev. 
Daniel H. Kelchner officiating. Inter-
ment was in Parklawns Memorial 
Gardens. 
Daraclea: Jean R. Daraclea, born 
May 16, 1927, in Port Royal, Pa., 
daughte r of Wil l iam and Grace 
Rodgers Knouse, died July 31. Her 
spouse, Joseph R. Daraclea, preceded 
her in death. Surviving is a brother, 
Robert W. Knouse. Jean had resided 
at Messiah Village since 1991. She was 
a retired nurse and member of the 
Messiah Village church. The memo-
rial service was held in the chapel with 
Rev. Janet M. Peifer officiating. Inter-
ment was in Holy Cross Cemetery. 
Haines: Lois Virginia Haines, 
born Mar. 12, 1915, daughter of 
Joseph Flory and Ina Deeter Flory 
Coppock, died June 8. Two sisters 
preceded her in death. Surviving are 
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her husband of 61 years, Aubrey D. 
Haines; two sons, Joseph and Jesse; a 
daughter, Faithe Dourte; eight grand-
children; six great-grandchildren; a 
foster brother; and a sister. Lois grad-
uated from Newton High School and 
the University of Dayton, and taught 
for 33 years of West Milton and Mil-
ton-Union schools. She was a mem-
ber of the Pleasant Hill congregation, 
Ohio, where the funeral was held with 
Rev. Tom Kershner officiating. Inter-
ment was in Pleasant Hill Cemetery. 
Key; Jerry Don Key, born Nov. 5, 
1948, in Chandler, Okla., son of Don 
and Mary Lou Key, died Aug. 15. Sur-
viving are his parents; a sister, Cindy 
Moore; a niece and two nephews. 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r N e e d e d 
N e w D a n v i l l e M e n n o n i t e 
Schoo l , an acc red i t ed K-8 
school located in Lancaster, 
Pa. , has an opening fo r an 
adminis t ra tor . Appl ica t ions 
are welcomed from qualified 
individuals who have a com-
mitment to Anabaptist values 
and Christian education. To 
apply, contact Gary Yoder , 
1028 Frances Avenue, Lan-
caster, PA 17601; (717) 394-
5239 (evenings), (717) 581-
6100 ext. 128 (daytime); e-
mail: BY1028@aol.com. 
M C C D i r e c t o r o f 
M i d d l e E a s t P r o g r a m 
Mennonite Central Com-
mittee is seeking applicants 
for the position of Director of 
Middle East Programs. This 
is a three-year assignment 
based in Winnipeg, Manito-
ba. All applicants must exhib-
it a commitment to a person-
al C h r i s t i a n f a i th , ac t ive 
c h u r c h m e m b e r s h i p , and 
n o n v i o l e n t peacemak ing . 
Qualifications include: expe-
r ience in the Middle East, 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g of M i d d l e 
Eastern politics and churches, 
administrative and commu-
nications skills, and willing-
ness to travel. For more infor-
m a t i o n , c o n t a c t D w i g h t 
McFadden or Becky Stahly, 
MCC H u m a n Resources in 
Akron, Pa., (717) 859-1151 or 
e-mail inq@mcc.org. Appli-
cations are due December 18, 
1998. 
Jerry worked as a lease operator and 
loved golf. He attended the Bethany 
congregation, Okla. Graveside ser-
vices were officiated by Rev. Reg Mar-
tin. Interment was in Mound Valley 
Cemetery. 
Rissinger: Mildred E. Rissinger, 
born Mar. 16, 1920, daughter of 
James U. and Lizzie Bross Lesher, died 
Aug. 12. Her husband , Ray I. 
Rissinger, preceded her in death. Sur-
viving are two daughters, Charlotte 
Tumilty and Doris Rissinger. Mildred 
was a member of the Kenbrook Aux-
iliary and Fairland Brethren in Christ 
Church, Pa. The funeral was at the 
church with Rev. Ronald R. Slabaugh 
officiating. Interment was in Ebenez-
er Greenwood Cemetery. 
m 
Important 1999 events in the 
Brethren in Christ Church... 
at your fingertips 
It 's t ime t o place y o u r o r d e r for t he 1999 edi t ion of the 
ful l -color Bre thren in Chr is t Family Activities Ca lendar . It 's 
the only calendar in the wor ld tha t lists t he i m p o r t a n t events 
in Bre thren in Chr is t life. 
T h e Board for M e d i a Minis t r ies a n d Evangel Press have 
been subsidizing the cost for several years as a minis t ry to o u r 
denomina t ion . T h e calendar is no t a m o n e y - m a k i n g venture . 
O n e look at the price schedule below will convince you of this 
fact w h e n you c o m p a r e prices with o ther full-color calendars! 
• O n e copy.. .$7.95 
• T w o copies... 12.75 
• Three copies... 15.50 
• Four copies... 18.00 
(Orders for fewer than five copies, please send your check 
with your order and we will pay postage.) 
• Five or more copies, $3.15 each plus postage. 
Free imprinting when 50 or more copies are ordered... 
your church or organization name and address, phone, pas-
tor's name. 
Call us tol l-free for f u r the r i n f o r m a t i o n , (800) 253-9315. 
Ask for Brenda . 
Evangel Press 
P.O. Box 189 
N a p p a n e e , I N 46550-0189 
E-Mail : c lbacc tg@juno.com 
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Roxbury Camp 
Meeting 1998 
by John Hawbaker, Camp Meeting Director 
The grace of God was present in a spe-
cial way at our 1998 camp meeting, which 
was held from July 31 to August 9. 
The most powerful evidence of the work 
of God among us was the number of con-
versions. In a typical year there may be 10 
or 12 conversions; this year there were 66 
conversions reported! All praise and glory 
to God our Savior. 
Many other elements combined to 
make this camp meeting exceptional. One 
was the vigorous, life-related preaching of 
our co-evangelists: Doug Sider, Sr., Pastor 
of the New Hope Community Brethren in 
Christ Church in Calgary, Alberta; and 
Thomas Hermiz, President of World 
Gospel Mission in Marion, Ind. Another 
was the way our Music Director, Donald 
McNiven, Administrator of the People's 
Church in Toronto, Ontario, led us in wor-
ship and praise with a combination of older 
and newer songs, and with a small brass 
ensemble as accompaniment, along with 
piano and organ. There was also frequent 
use of brief dramatic sketches to illustrate 
some aspect of the camp theme or a bibli-
cal truth. 
This year's theme was "Into His Like-
ness," based on 2 Corinthians 3:18: "And 
we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the 
Lord's glory, are being transformed into 
his likeness with ever-increasing glory, 
which comes from the Lord, who is the 
Spirit." 
A new feature this year was four after-
noon seminars, each consisting of four con-
tinued sessions. These seminars were well 
received and well attended. Topics and 
speakers were: Family and Parenting by 
Marti Byers, Communicating Holiness 
Today by Tom Hermiz, Food For Thought 
From 1 and 2 Peter by George Kimber, and 
Reaching Secular People by Doug Sider, Sr. 
One of the weekend speakers was Den-
nis Hollinger, Dean of College Ministries 
and Professor of Christian Ethics at Messi-
ah College, who gave an especially thought-
provoking message on "Worldly Holiness," 
calling Christians to move beyond person-
al and pietistic holiness in order to live and 
serve in the real world of secularism, injus-
tice, and spiritual emptiness. The second 
weekend speaker was Martha Garvin, from 
Oak Park 111. Martha, who is the vocalist 
and instrumentalist on the radio and TV 
broadcast, "Musical Memories," gave a 
concert of older hymns and gospel songs 
The children give a musical presentation. 
and preached two messages. Her message 
on "The Seasons of Life" affirmed that we 
can serve God with inner peace in the 
changing experiences of our life's journey. 
Missions was again a strong emphasis 
throughout the camp meeting. On Mis-
sions Day the speakers were Nancy Peter-
man Payne, Bonnie Westberry, Curtis 
Book, Bruce Bundy, Glenn Pfeiffer (church 
planter in eastern Pa.), Trevor Main, and 
Eduardo Llanes 
(p ic tured here) . 
With much enthusi-
asm, and pacing the 
platform with spiri-
tual energy, Eduar-
do told about the 
work of God in the 
evangelistic growth 
of the South Florida 
churches and the 
p lant ing of new 
churches in Vene-
zuela, Hondura s , 
and Domin ican 
Republic. The offering for Brethren in 
Christ World Missions and church planting 
in North America was just over $100,000. 
Mae Holtry directed the Nursery Min-
istry. Eileen Blowers led the Children's 
Camp under the theme, "What Would 
Jesus Do?" Elizabeth Brown used the same 
theme for the Junior High Camp, with Jeff 
Baxter as speaker. Jim Stauffer directed the 
Senior High Camp, with Bay Forrest as 
guest speaker. 
New Light ministry team from Messiah 
College worked with the Senior High Camp 
and sang occasionally in the evening ser-
vices in the main tabernacle. Other music 
groups were the Teen Challenge Men's 
Choir; The Choraleers, a choral and drama 
group from Lancaster, Pa.; and the Gospel 
Tide Hour Choir. 
A new feature this year was the presence 
of thirteen interns from Kingdom Build-
ing Ministries, who served as counselors 
and youth workers and were part of our 
prayer network. These dedicated young 
adults were a strong, positive influence in 
the camp. 
The financial need for operational ex-
penses of the camp was $59,000; in the 
tabernacle and meal line offerings the 
amount received 
was $61,122. 
The goal for the 
three capital and 
m a i n t e n a n c e 
offer ings was 
$55,000, while 
the amount re-
ceived was only 
$52,787. 
This was the 
first camp meet-
ing that the 
completed C. B. 
Byers Confer -
ence Center was in use. People gave many 
positive comments about the quality, com-
fort, and attractiveness of this facility, which 
is used year-round by many retreat groups. 
The camp meeting is able to function 
because of the prayers, volunteer work, and 
financial contributions of hundreds of peo-
ple. All of you who shared in any way share 
also in the reward of knowing that many 
people's lives were changed for eternity 
because of the work God did in this camp. 
Next year's camp meeting is scheduled 
for July 30 to August 8, 1999. The evange-
lists will be Steve Schellin, of Lancaster, 
Ohio, and Terry Brensinger, of Grantham, 
Pa. Weekend speakers will be Ken Smith 
and Doug Carter. Greg Buchanan will give 
a harp concert. 
m 




M e s s i a h C o l l e g e 
e n r o l l s r e c o r d - n u m b e r 
f r e s h m a n c l a s s 
Messiah College began its 1998-99 
academic year with a record 763 new 
first-year students, the largest freshman 
class in the college's 89-year history. Cur-
rently, there are more than 2,660 full-and 
part-time students enrolled at Messiah 
College, including the nearly 2,300 stu-
dents residing on the Grantham campus. 
"The increased size of the freshman 
class is largely due to an increased yield 
rate of accepted students . The larger 
freshman class is more than we expected, 
but we're happy every student is here," 
said William Strausbaugh, dean of enroll-
ment management. Yield rate, explained 
Strausbaugh, is the percentage of students 
who enroll after being accepted to the 
college. 
This year, out of 1,850 returned appli-
cations, Messiah accepted approximately 
1,600 students. Based on previous years, 
the college expected an estimated yield 
rate of approximately 40 percent. The 
yield rate this year, however, was 47 per-
cent and produced a class much larger 
than expected. 
Strausbaugh attributes the increased 
yield of students in part to several of Mes-
siah's new programs and initiatives. For 
instance, this year Messiah introduced its 
College Honors Program, enrolling its 
first-ever group of 41 honor students. 
Messiah is also strengthening the quality 
of its natural sciences and nursing aca-
demic programs—two of Messiah's most 
popular majors—with the construction 
of the Jordan Science Center. The $10 
million academic facility will offer state-
of-the-art classroom and lab space when 
completed next year. In addition, Messi-
ah is better equipped to house a larger 
student population. Last year, the college 
constructed two new student residence 
halls and renovated several others. 
Strausbaugh also believes that in the 
past year Messiah has done a better job of 
"telling our story" to prospective students 
by producing new marketing and pro-
mot ional publications, enhancing its 
website, and creating the position state-
ment "Rigorously Academic. Unapolo-
getically Christian." 
M e s s i a h C o l l e g e a n d 
H a r s c o p a r t n e r to r e a d y 
G e n e s i s for na t iona l 
c o m p e t i t i o n in 
S u n r a y c e '99 
Messiah College and Harsco Corpo-
ration are partnering to return Genesis, 
Messiah's solar car racing team, to nation-
al competition in Sunrayce '99, the two 
organizations jointly announced today. 
Messiah College President Rodney J. 
Sawatsky and Harsco Cha i rman and 
CEO Derek C. Hathaway announced the 
new collaboration during a campus-wide 
event celebrating Messiah's first day of 
classes. Joined by State Representative 
Jerry Nailor and representatives f rom 
Pennsylvania's Department of Environ-
mental Protection, more than 500 Messi-
ah students and employees watched from 
the college's front lawn as the Genesis 
team demonstrated their solar-powered 
vehicle, newly bearing the Harsco logo. 
"In today's competit ive, changing 
competitors, 
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world, there are many times when your 
success depends on finding the right part-
ner—working together with others who 
share your same goals and values," said 
President Sawatsky. "Today, I am proud 
to say that Messiah College has found 
that partner in Harsco Corporation. It is 
with sincere pleasure and appreciation 
that I announce Harsco as the official, 
exclusive sponsor of Genesis in Sunrayce 
'99." 
Sunrayce, an intercollegiate competi-
tion held every two years, challenges stu-
dents to design, build, and race solar-
powered cars across the nation's roads 
and highways. Sunrayce '99 will run from 
June 20-31,1999, from Washington D.C. 
to Orlando, Fla. This marks the race's first 
east coast exposure since its founding in 
1990. 
Both Sawatsky and Hathaway empha-
sized Messiah's and Harsco's common 
goals through the Genesis project: to cre-
ate innovative, hands-on learning oppor-
tun i t i es for s tuden t s in a var ie ty of 
majors, and to build meaningful men-
toring relationships—connecting Messi-
ah students with Harsco professionals. 
"Harsco's support will help enable 
Genesis to compete and excel in Sunrayce 
'99. But our collaboration goes beyond 
the potential for racing awards, it's fun-
damentally about the potential for creat-
ing valuable learning experiences," said 
Sawatsky. 
Harsco Chairman and CEO Hathaway 
called the Messiah-Harsco partnership a 
"unique oppor tun i ty to advance our 
shared dedication to excellence in every 
capacity. By presenting students with 
challenging opportunities like this to suc-
ceed in the classroom, they're better pre-
pared to succeed in life, be it in business 
or any other profession. We look forward 
to an exciting long-term relationship." 
Presently, the '99 Genesis team con-
sists of 14 students from seven different 
majors, ranging from first-year to senior 
students—eight of whom have competed 
in previous Sunrayces. Terry Earhart, 
chair of Messiah's department of man-
agement and business, is serving as this 
year's faculty advisor, with engineering 
professors Don Pratt and Tim Whitmoy-




The article "Radical? Yes! Unbibli-
cal? I Don ' t Think So!" (Money Mat-
ters, Aug. 1998) left m e cold. 
I was particularly bothered by the 
illustration of the autocratic pastor who 
rudely demanded a copy of the church 
members ' giving. (I sincerely hope this 
was not a Brethren in Christ pastor) I 
have been the treasurer of our church 
[Zion, Kansas] fo r m a n y years and 
would consider it highly unethical to 
give informat ion about members ' giv-
ing without their permission. Several 
years ago, guidelines from the steward-
ship office were sent to the church trea-
surers. These guidelines gave a very 
detailed outline by which the members 
giving could be completely anonymous. 
Has there been a departure f rom these 
previously-stated guidelines? 
It is my belief tha t there are two 
things that the pastor should never be 
able to access. They are the church 
check b o o k a n d i n d i v i d u a l g iv ing 
reports. Even in church plantings, the 
pastor should not have check writing 
privileges. Having access to the giving 
records of the church members is like-
ly to lead to favoritism by the pastor 
toward m e m b e r s w h o are generous 
givers. Knowing what the parishioners 
give could be a real detriment to his/her 
ministry in the congregation. 
I am concerned by the message this 




For 1999, Sunrayce has implemented 
various regulation changes, which will 
require several modifications to Genesis' 
design. Genesis '99 will be required to 
have four wheels instead of three—mak-
ing it more similar to a conventional gas-
powered vehicle. In order to accommo-
date the additional wheel, the new Gene-
sis will have a lighter, wide-base chassis 
made of aircraft steel, while its aerody-
namic fuselage will continue to be made 
of space-age composite materials. The 
new regulations will also require Genesis 
'99 to implement new battery technology, 
rendering the batteries lighter and more 
powerful. Genesis '99 will benefit from a 
process called enhanced systems engi-
neering; instead of building each indi-
vidual system to maximum stand-alone 
capacity, the team will construct each 
component to work together to improve 
the vehicle's overall efficiency and per-
formance. 
Genesis first competed in Sunrayce in 
1995, finishing mid-pack against schools 
such as MIT, the University of Michigan, 
and Stanford University. Two years later, 
Genesis returned to compete in Sunrayce 
'97. The team bested its '95 performance, 
finishing 12th nationally in a field of 36 
competitors and first among Pennsylva-
nia entries, including Drexel University 
and the University of Pennsylvania. Gen-
esis also won the race's top honor—the 
Renaissance Innovation Award—honor-
ing the team who has developed the most 
innovative technical achievement. Gene-
sis earned this honor for the design of a 
new motor optimization system, which 
maximized the motor's efficiency at var-
ious speeds. 
"Genesis has made Messiah—and the 
entire mid-state region—proud," said 
Sawatsky. 
Messiah College enrolls nearly 2,700 
undergraduate students in 50 liberal and 
applied arts and sciences majors. Estab-
lished in 1909, the primary campus is 
located in Grantham, Pa. A satellite cam-
pus affiliated with Temple University is 
located in Philadelphia. 
Based in the greater Harrisburg area, 
Harsco Corporation is a $1.6 billion lead-
er in providing specialized industrial ser-
vices and products to customers around 
the globe. The company operates at over 
300 l oca t i ons in 34 c o u n t r i e s , a n d 
employs approximately 16,000 people. 
m 
26 Evangelical Visitor October 1998 
z i p S o p e n i n g t h e 
j V W o r d o f L i f e 
G r a c e b e with y o u 
When summer wanes and the cold-
er nights of fall arrive, I think of the 
word "grace." I suppose the abundance 
of the fields a round me reminds me of 
God's blessing u p o n the earth. Jesus 
said, in Mat thew 5:45, that God "caus-
es his sun to rise on the evil and the 
good, and sends rain on the righteous 
and the unrighteous." The fall harvests 
i n d i c a t e G o d ' s g e n e r a l g o o d n e s s 
toward his creation. 
The word "grace," charis in Greek, 
had a rich history prior to New Testa-
ment times. Its related verb form, chairo, 
means "to rejoice," or "to be merry." 
Chaire was what a ancient Greek per-
son would say to greet someone in the 
morning. That same person would use a 
fo rm of chairo to greet the gods and 
a n o t h e r as t h e usua l e n d i n g to his 
hymns. The verb was also used at the 
beginning of a letter to send greetings 
meaning, "I hope this letter finds you 
well" or "I wish you happiness." Charis, 
the noun form, is the substance of what 
causes a person to rejoice. Akin to the 
Greek words which we translate "joy" 
or "pleasure," charis originally alluded 
to a th ing which was a del ightful or 
attractive feature in a person, or some-
thing which brought pleasure to some-
one. 
As the word developed, it was used to 
express the idea of a favor or kindness 
done for someone, or to designate a gift. 
The one who received the gift also used 
charis to express his thankfulness. The 
negation of charis, acharisto, meant to be 
ungrateful or without charm. Finally, in 
Hellenistic times, charis took on a more 
specific meaning. It became the word 
used to describe the favor shown by 
rulers to their subjects. Philosophers of 
tha t day also m a d e reference to the 
charis (or favor) and the "wrath" of the 
gods. 
While the Greek word charis is not 
used in the Hebrew Old Testament, the 
Old Testament people of God found 
their greatest joy in their relationship 
with him. And thus, we read of God's 
salvation being the chief occasion for joy 
(Psalm 5:11), of a rejoicing in God's law 
(Psalm 119), and of joy being the reward 
of faithfulness to that law (Isaiah 65:13-
14). The feasts and festivals were to be a 
t ime of joy in the presence of God. 
leremiah spoke of experiencing joy as 
he received the word of God (Jeremiah 
15:16). We are told that God himself 
re jo ices ( Isaiah 65:19) . A n d as the 
Psalmist writes in Psalm 14:7, "Oh, that 
salvation for Israel would come out of 
Zion! When the Lord restores the for-
tunes of his people, let Jacob rejoice and 
Israel be glad!" He shares the joy of a 
future hope in God's redemption of his 
people. 
The New Tes tament reader f inds 
charis used according to the common 
Greek vernacular, but especially in the 
writings of Paul, a distinctive Christian 
definition of the word finds form. Paul 
uses the word charis twice as often as all 
the other New Testament writers com-
bined. In several instances Paul is simply 
referring to the ideas of being "attrac-
tive" or being "gracious." Sometimes he 
refers to a gift using the word charis. 
Charis was incorporated in the meal-
t ime prayer (1 C o r i n t h i a n s 10:30). 
"Thanks (charis) be to God" is one of 
Paul's favorite phrases. But the founda-
tion beneath almost all of Paul's refer-
ences to charis is a deep and profound 
sense of God at work in his life and the 
sense of intense gra t i tude he felt in 
response. Paul taught that the work of 
the Holy Spirit produces chara (joy) in a 
Christian (Galatians 5:22). And once he 
wrote, "by the grace of God I am what I 
am, and his grace to me was not without 
effect. No, I worked harder than all of 
them—yet not I, but the grace of God 
t h a t was w i t h m e " (1 C o r i n t h i a n s 
15:10). But it is as Paul describes the 
Christian's undeserved acceptance and 
love received f rom God through Christ, 
that charis takes on a distinctively Chris-
tian meaning. The word "grace" became 
virtually synonymous with the good 
news of God's gift of unmerited salva-
tion in lesus Christ. 
It often seems the case, as with Paul, 
and as with people like John Newton 
who wrote the hymn "Amazing Grace" 
that those who have been delivered from 
terribly sinful pasts seem to appreciate 
grace most. In reality, however, each 
Christian should celebrate grace because 
there is no sinful past that is pretty in the 
eyes of God—all of us have been forgiv-
en much. (See Luke 7:47.) Beyond that, 
God's people, more than others, should 
be tuned to the grace of God that is at 
work in our world generally, and in our 
lives particularly. When we smell the 
au tumn air and think of harvest, a deep 
sense of gratitude should fill our hearts. 
When we worship together and think of 
who we have become by the grace of 
God , charis ( joy and thanksg iv ing) 
should be our response. Charis in our 
new selves as the Spirit works in us; 
charis in our hearts as we respond to sal-
vation; charis in our relationships as we 
interact with others. Christians are to 
be people of grace. 
Grace to you. 
Ed Kessler pastors the Free Grace Brethren in 
Christ Church in Millersburg, Pa. 
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A video for children 
Fol lowing in the tradit ion of 
Folktales of Peace, professional 
storytel lers bring to life three ta les 
f rom Wales , Z i m b a b w e a n d the 
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•iscipleship for the Century 
Fai thfu l in 
s m a l l t h i n g s 
As we watch Congress move toward 
impeachment proceedings, here are some 
ref lec t ions on Biblical examples and 
teachings which relate to the national 
t rauma we are experiencing because of 
the admit ted private misbehavior of a 
president. 
Examples of imprope r behavior of 
national leaders are recorded in the early 
history of Israel (1 and 2 Samuel). King 
Saul, probably a decade or more into his 
reign, impatiently assumed the role of 
priest. For this transgression, he was rep-
r imanded by the prophet Samuel, who 
declared that God had determined that 
his family would not succeed him as king. 
The next king, David, is remembered 
for his adultery with a married woman, 
and the subsequent conspiracy to cover 
u p the deed . T h a t cove r -up af fec ted 
David's response to an adverse military 
outcome, and subsequent battle strategy 
was designed to serve David's cover-up 
n e e d s by a s s u r i n g t h e d e a t h of t h e 
woman ' s husband . This all mus t have 
taken place rapidly, for it is obvious that 
David in tended tha t a child b o r n too 
soon after Bathsheba became his wife 
would be perceived as born prematurely. 
It is i n t e r e s t i n g t o c o n s i d e r t h a t 
David's dynasty was not removed f rom 
the throne as was Saul's. David's misbe-
havior seems far more grievous and inju-
rious to others: adultery, conspiracy cul-
minating in murder. He suffered serious 
consequences: the child died; there was 
terrible tu rmoi l in David's family; the 
nation was adversely affected. But nei-
ther David nor his family was removed 
f rom office. 
Why the difference in the punishment 
prescribed by Jehovah? It's a question we 
can't fully answer, but one obvious factor 
is the response of the two kings upon dis-
closure of the wrongdoing. Saul remained 
arrogant and self-willed. David displayed 
not only admission of wrong, but contri-
tion and repentance, and openly sought 
the Lord's forgiveness and mercy. 
The experience of these two kings 
shows several lessons. For one thing, per-
sonal, private behavior does affect one's 
performance of public duties. Often the 
effects are more subtle than those we see 
in David's example. But affect public per-
formance they do. It's foolish and self-
serving to insist that personal and public 
performances are unrelated. Even if mis-
conduct in a personal matter does not 
lead directly to a misuse of power or 
cover-up, it indicates faulty character or 
lack of integrity, which is likely to show 
up in policy decisions or official duties 
in one way or another. 
Another lesson to be learned from the 
experiences of Saul and David is the role 
of contrition and penitence. We Chris-
t ians profess to regard repen tance as 
highly important in dealing with sin. Cer-
tainly, God knows when repentance is 
genu ine or w h e n it is a publ ic show 
intended to get by with concealment of 
yet undisclosed misdeeds. Often, human 
observers can also distinguish whether 
repentance is genuine. 
Parallels between Israel's early leaders 
and the current presidential situation in 
the USA are inexact—the United States is 
not a theocracy, our presidents are chosen 
by elect ion of the populace , and the 
judgements to be made are made by a 
group of elected officials who have their 
own foibles to hide, and their own polit-
ical goals to advance. But let us not lose 
sight of the primary importance of per-
sonal integrity in leaders, and of the role 
of repentance in recovery f rom error. 
Jesus enunciated the principle that the 
person dependable in the small things is 
the one fit for larger responsibil i t ies. 
Many of us would like to reverse that 
principle by insisting that the small (or 
even not so small), private behaviors of 
our personal lives have no effect on our 
fitness for and pe r fo rmance of public 
duties. 
So, s h o u l d P r e s i d e n t C l i n t o n be 
impeached? He has certainly (and admit-
tedly) impaired his ability to perform his 
publ ic dut ies . But to impeach? Jesus 
reminds us that imposing penalties for 
moral transgression is to be done by per-
sons who are themselves morally pure. 
One doubts whether the U. S. Congress 
can pass that test. Neither can many of us, 
the citizens. 
I hope Congress spares us the agony of 
impeachment proceedings. There would 
be too much hypocrisy and too much 
political maneuvering. I hope the presi-
dent resigns, repents, and turns to urging 
the people to avoid the mistakes he made. 
What a great force for good he could 
become! Failing his resignation, Congress 
should reprimand him, rely on the divi-
sion of powers built into the system, and 
make the best possible of the remaining 
half term of this presidency. 
Meanwhile, let us all be faithful in our 
duty to pray for our kings and rulers. 
Samuel M. Brubaker is a regular Visitor 
columnist and lives in Arcanum, Ohio. 
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reprinting "Pontius Puddle" 
must pay $10 for each use to 
Joel Kauffman, 111 Carter 
Road, Goshen, IN 46526. 
r W O R f c y T H A T GrOt> 
POMISW tf ET 
F O R . S I M S . CAM 
Y O U H E L P M C BET 
NVOG.E 
P O S I T I V E 
X'NV p o s i t i v e : 
& 0 0 W I L U , PONiSM vac-
l i t 
T H E P A S T O R A T E HAS 
A w h o l e L O T N V O R E F U N 
S I N C E : T H E Y T O O * O S O C F 
F R E F - W I U - O F F E R I N G S 
M D P O T O S 
OM S & L A R V . 
28 Evangelical Visitor October 1998 
Dear Paul, 
Gree t ings f r o m o n e of the m a n y 
rapidly growing cities in Nor th Ameri-
ca. Taking the gospel to the cities in a 
way that speaks to the culture is a chal-
lenge for the Brethren in Christ, but one 
thing is certain: it will mean continual 
and regular church planting. 
O u r regional conferences have been 
planting new churches all over Nor th 
America. Some of t h e m are growing 
and thriving. Others...well, Paul, they 
didn ' t make it. While I am sure that 
doesn't surprise you, it does tend to dis-
courage some church people. 
Sometimes there are questions about 
why we continue to spend money on 
church planting. It seems so expensive 
and so high risk. Some would argue 
that ou r funds could be better spent 
somewhere else. Perhaps the following 
statistics will help those with doubts to 
rethink their position. 
Church Smart Resources reports that 
the United States is now the third largest 
unchurched nation in the world. For all 
practical purposes, 195 million people 
in the United States are "unchurched." 
The Church Smart data did not include 
Canada, so I can not speak as to their 
situation. 
This may come as a shock to a nation 
that of ten calls itself "Christian," but 
statistics show that there are only 11 
churches for every 10,000 people in the 
United States today. Can you believe 
that, Paul? 
It gets worse! In the last ten years, 
t h e c o m b i n e d m e m b e r s h i p of all 
Protestant denominat ions has declined 
by 9.5 percent while the general popu-
lation has increased by 11.5 percent. 
North America is now the only conti-
nent where Christianity is not growing. 
Please, Lord, deliver us f rom our com-
placency! 
$ 
The t ru th is this, Paul: every year in 
the United States, 3,500 churches close 
their doors for good and only 1,200 are 
planted. When you couple those n u m -
bers with the fact that 82 percent of all 
church plantings will die before they 
are a year old, it seems like the orga-
nized church in North America is living 
out some kind of death wish. 
Ironically, these declines come at a 
t ime when the general popula t ion is 
showing signs of spiritual hunger. A 
Gallop poll of adul ts w h o were no t 
c h u r c h - g o e r s s h o w e d t h a t t h e 
unchurched are becoming increasingly 
receptive to what churches have to offer. 
Sixty-three percent of the unchurched 
believe the Bible is God's Word. Seven-
ty-seven percent say they pray to God. 
Seventy-two percent believe Jesus is the 
Son of God. The majority indicated that 
they are not staying away f rom church 





for good and 
only 1,200 
are planted. 
because of hostility, bu t because of 
inconvenience. Fifty-eight percent said 
they were open to joining a church if 
they found the right one. But most say 
they have never received a personal 
invitation. 
George Gallop's conclusion: "These 
people are ripe for the picking, but it 
will take new and creative strategies to 
reach them." Nor th America sounds 
like a pr ime mission field to me, Paul! 
If Christians don't find a way, some-
one else will. While Christianity retreats 
and loses its influence, 25,000 people 
per mon th are converted to Islam. The 
major pseudo-Christian cults are grow-
ing at embarrassingly fast rates in North 
America and all over the world. 
The field is ripe for the harvest, Paul, 
and church planting is the most effec-
tive way of evangelism given to the 
church. If we want to get serious about 
the Great Commission we will need to 
be involved in some way in planting 
churches. But why am I telling you this? 
You were the greatest church planter of 
all time. 
Perhaps one way for the Brethren in 
Chr i s t to increase c h u r c h p l a n t i n g 
would be to cultivate the idea that con-
gregations rather than regions should 
be p lant ing churches. It only makes 
sense that God intends for his newborn 
baby churches to be conceived and 
raised by parents instead of grandpar-
ents. 
Sending people out to plant a new 
church is much less expensive than a 
building project, and statistics show it 
will bring a greater number of people to 
the Lord. In addition, "parent" church-
es who are willing to "tithe" their peo-
ple and their resources in planting new 
churches will usually continue to grow 
and be healthier over the long haul. 
May some who read this letter see that 
vision for their churches. 
T h a n k s for be ing a great church 
planter, Paul. Please pray for God 's 
blessing on o u r Bre thren in Chr i s t 
church plantings. And may the name of 
Jesus be glorified in the growth of his 
church. 
Scattering God's seed, 
Onesimus 
Readers may correspond with Onesimus by 
writing to him in care of the Evangelical Visitor, 
P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550. Letters to 
Onesimus may be published unless they are 
marked "Personal-Not for Publication." 
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DIALOGUE 
The pulpit 
and the president 
History shows many political leaders 
who tried to gain credibility for despicable 
deeds through approval by religious lead-
ers. King Henry VIII, Adolph Hitler, and 
Ayatollah Khomeini are a few notorious 
examples. President Clinton has often used 
high-profile evangelicals such as Billy Gra-
ham, Bill Hybels, Jesse Jackson, Ron Sider, 
Tony Campolo, and others to add Chris-
tian credence to his political policies. The 
day before declaring to the world that he 
covered up a long-running extramarital 
affair, President Clinton made sure he was 
photographed going to church with his wife 
and Bible. He publicly showed "repen-
tance" by attempting to blame the prose-
cutor for his problems. He implied the 
adulterous affair in the White House, pub-
lic coverup, and lies to the nation were a 
"private" matter between him, his wife, and 
God. Clinton's speech did not come across 
as sufficiently contrite, so he gave more 
speeches in a similar vein. On September 
11, the president enlisted the clergy at a 
prayer breakfast to "apologize" again. The 
Contributions invited 
for Dialogue and 
Readers Respond 
Persons contributing to Readers 
Respond (letters to the editor) are 
encouraged to be concise. Letters may 
be shortened. All letters must be 
signed. Occasionally we may decide 
to withhold names due to special cir-
cumstances. 
Longer contr ibutions are wel-
comed for Dialogue, a forum for 
readers to express their opinions on a 
broad range of topics relevant to the 
mission of the church and to living 
the Christian life. 
You may send your responses by e-
mail to this address: eph@tln.net. 
Each article or letter represents the 
view of the writer, and does not nec-
essarily reflect the official position or 
policy of the Brethren in Christ 
Church or this periodical. 
NAE wisely opted to not send a represen-
tative to this meeting for fear of being used. 
The use of pastors by politicians hap-
pens on all levels: local, state and federal. 
The more powerful the politician, the more 
important it is to have powerful pastors 
around for that added credibility. What 
would it mean to anybody if your pastor 
supported a president's policies. No, a pres-
ident needs a Tony Campolo, Jesse Jackson, 
or Billy Graham to forgive him of his sins. 
Pastors who support politicians are often 
rewarded with recognition, ego enhance-
ment, and photo opportunities with pow-
erful people. It's a win/win situation until 
something like the current travesty comes 
on stage. 
Dr. Robert Schuler recently said Presi-
dent Clinton "does not have the moral 
authority to lead him." I believe this is the 
gist of the issue. Does a person—any per-
son—who has done what we know Presi-
dent Clinton has done, have the moral 
authority to continue in leadership? One 
of the president's current clerical support-
ers, Rev. Gordon McDonald, lost his lead-
ership position as president of InterVarsity 
Christian Fellowship in 1987 after an adul-
terous affair. Pastors who have taken the 
benefits of publicly supporting the most 
powerful politician in the world, now have 
a duty to also act like church leaders and 
decry the moral and legal example this per-
son is providing. Forgiveness is only part of 
the issue. Forgiveness can come with time, 
contrition, repentance, and a changed life. 
For now, however, Dr. Schuler is correct. 
This president no longer has the moral 
authority to lead him or me or anyone else. 
His coverup, lies, legal obfuscation, abuse 
of power, etc., has made his leadership 
impotent. 
I'm aware of the pain caused by people 
in leadership who have ruined others' lives. 
Those leaders likely would have continued 
in their deceit and sin, using and abusing 
others, if it were not for their so-called "pri-
vate" atrocities becoming "public." Being 
caught and being held accountable is often 
the first step toward repentance and rec-
onciliation. The story of Chuck Colson is a 
great example. Mr. Colson was intelligent, 
focused, aggressive, politically savvy, and 
able to manipulate others—including the 
clergy. He was arrogant and considered 
himself above the law—a powerful opera-
tive in the "privacy" of the White House. 
Only when caught, convicted and confined, 
accountable to man's law, did he truly 
repent and become a tool for God's min-
istry for prisoners. 
Samson was also a powerful and arro-
gant political leader who lived a catch-me-
if-you-can lifestyle. Samson was convinced 
he was beyond r ep roach—smar te r , 
tougher, and more wily than his enemies. 
But he was caught, blinded, ridiculed, and 
used as a slave. His historical legacy is one 
of a muscle-bound buffoon able to single-
handedly kill a thousand men, who was 
eventually brought down by the wiles of a 
small woman who couldn't fight herself out 
of a brown papyrus bag. Samson, and many 
others of his time, paid dearly for his "sex-
capades." 
We are now seeing another expose of a 
politician who has courted church leaders 
to add legitimacy to political actions such as 
vetoing the ban on partial-birth abortion 
(single-handedly killing thousands of 
babies with the pen rather than the jaw 
bone of an ass). Bill Clinton flexed his pow-
erful political muscles and showed the 
impotence of the church in America by 
vetoing the bill while hundreds of clergy 
prayed outside the White House. Some 
clergy continued to support the presi-
dent—and rationalize reasons for doing 
so—even in light of his extremist stand on 
abortion. 
Where will pas tors s tand now? 
Indeed—where should we stand? The Pres-
ident has presented his supporting pastors 
with yet another dilemma. When a politi-
cian proves to be perverted, what does the 
politicized pastor do? It seems those pastors 
must at least condemn the president's 
ongoing adulterous actions, express out-
rage about the bearing of false witness, 
decry the sham attempts at using the 
church for credibility, and object to the use 
of public funds and public officials to 
intimidate and destroy accusers. Pastors 
need to do this wi thou t becoming 
embroiled in the politics of the situation. 
Christ ians are heirs to a great list of 
prophets and pastors who paid dearly for 
confronting the abuses of political power. 
Will the pulpit, now that they know the 
t ru th , confront and hold this person 
accountable? I hope so! 
Roger L. Williams 
Nappanee, Indiana 
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EDITORIAL 
A "slight" change of schedule 
merit)7. Upon reflection, it was decided that the Leadership 
Council's decisions needed to be considered by the General 
Conference Board (which determines policy between bien-
nial meetings of General Conference). And rather than dis-
cuss the issue via a conference phone call, it was further 
decided to wait until the General Conference Board meets 
on Feb. 4-6, 1999. With final decisions being pushed back 
at least until February 1999, the hiring of the new C o m m u -
nications Coordinator likely will not occur until mid-1999, 
and the projected beginning of the "flagship" periodical 
has been postponed until the beginning of the following 
year. Thus the Board for Media Ministries has been asked 
to produce the Visitor through the end of 1999. 
Those in the church who have been longing for the 
"retirement" of the Visitor and the inauguration of the new 
"flagship" periodical may be dismayed by these develop-
ments, while others may be temporarily relieved. Neverthe-
less, the change of signals has provided for some "Excedrin 
moments" for the Board for Media Ministries and the 
Nappanee staff. Being asked to publish the Visitor for 
another full year has obvious implications for such matters 
as editorial staffing and the annual subscription drive. 
Pastors soon will be receiving materials for a scaled-down 
subscription drive. And since I've picked up new respon-
sibilities in the publishing house division, arrangements are 
being made for others to cover some of the editorial 
responsibilities I presendy carry for the magazine. 
For 111 years, the Evangelical Visitor has served the 
Brethren in Christ Church, providing inspiration, informa-
tion, and the opportuni ty for dialogue. We invite your 
prayers {and your subscription renewal) as the magazine 
continues that mission into 1999. G 
In August, it was "plan to finish publishing the Visitor 
in December 1998." Now in October, it is "plan to publish 
the Visitor all of1999." What's up? 
General Conference delegates and readers of the August 
1998 editorial learned of the Leadership Council's plans to 
discontinue the Evangelical Visitor (as well as Therefore, 
Shalom, and Vision News) and begin two new publications: 
a free bi -monthly "flagship" publication to be sent to all 
members of the church, and a "leadership" publication 
developed primarily for leaders in the church. These plans 
were in response to recommendat ions made in April by 
J. David Schmidt, a consultant hired by the Leadership 
Council to review broad issues of communicat ions 
throughout the denominat ion. 
In implementing Schmidt's recommendations, the 
Leadership Council projected hiring a Communicat ions 
Coordinator this fall, with the new "flagship" publication 
beginning mid-1999. Accordingly, the Board for Media 
Ministries started taking transitional steps in line with 
these new realities. Since the Visitor would be ending, there 
would be no need for the annual au tumn subscription 
campaign. Staff energies could be directed toward the 
growing ministry of Evangel Publishing House (see below). 
Plans called for ending the current 32-page Visitor with the 
December 1998 issue, and developing an abbreviated ver-
sion of the magazine for the first six months of 1999, until 
the new "flagship" publication started. 
But the question still remained: Does the Leadership 
Council (an administrative group) actually have the 
authori ty to make policy decisions such as redefining 
responsibilities for communicat ions and publications 
(which are outlined in the Manual of Doctrine and Govern-
Evangel Publishing House acquires 
Bethel Publishing and Jordan Publishing 
In A u g u s t , E v a n g e l P u b l i s h i n g 
House completed the purchase of the 
i n v e n t o r y a n d a u t h o r c o n t r a c t s of 
Bethel Publishing, Elkhart , Ind. , the 
book-publ ishing division of the Mis-
s i o n a r y C h u r c h . Shor t ly thereaf ter , 
Evangel sold the rights to 12 of Bethel's 
chi ldren 's books , wr i t t en by Janette 
Oke, to Bethany House of Minneapolis. 
Among the titles retained by Evangel is 
t h e t h r e e - v o l u m e set of t h e Amish 
Country Cookbook, which has sold over 
October 1998 
500,000 copies. 
Bethel, which in recent years had 
distributed many of Evangel's titles, had 
b e e n an exh ib i to r at t h e Chr i s t i an 
Booksellers Association's annual con-
v e n t i o n . T h e acqu i s i t i on of Bethel 
opens the door for Evangel Publishing 
House to enter the CBA market with 
its titles, including the Life With God 
discipleship series and books by such 
authors as Don joy, Barry Callen, and 
Dennis Kinlaw. 
More recently, Evangel acquired all 
rights to Jordan Publishing, a new pub-
lisher of Chr i s t i an reference b o o k s 
located in Michigan. Jordan Publish-
ing's founder, Joe Allison, has joined 
the Evangel staff as director of market-
ing for the publ i sh ing and p r in t ing 
divisions. A m o n g Jordan's titles are 
Spades & Pruning Hooks, a guide to 
Chr is t ian devot ional resources, and 
Assurance When You Suffer, an audio-
tape series for persons who are termi-
nally ill. Jordan 's p r o d u c t s are dis-
tributed through Barnes & Noble and 
o ther outlets, bo th secular and reli-
gious. 
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Corrupted by a sinful nature, humans are unholy, self-centered, self-willed, and rebellious toward God. In character and conduct, all humanity stands guilty before God. On our own, we cannot achieve any righteousness acceptable to God. Humanity's inclination toward evil is universal, and the accompanying * 
guilt or shame is common to all people. 
Through the fallen human family, sin permeates the social order, alienating persons from God, from one 
another, from themselves, and from the rest of creation. Sinfulness is evident in the breakdown of human 
relationships and family structures, in social and economic systems that violate God's order and ignore human 
dignity, in philosophical systems that deny God and deify humans, and in religious systems that distort truth 
and create illusions of reality. 
In a world system permeated by satanic influence, sin is spread by human wickedness and the powers of evil. 
At the personal level, sin arises from the inner inclination toward disobedience and rebellion. 
Creation shows God's glory and nature to all people, therefore all are responsible to honor and glorify Him. While sin permeates the social order, accountability for sin remains personal. Each of us is accountable to God based on his or her personal ability to know and to choose good from evil. 
We believe that persons developmentally unable to discern right from wrong are accepted by God through 
His mercy, covered by the atonement of Christ. 
With the fall of the human race into sin, the image of God in humanity was seriously flawed, but not totally 
destroyed. In spite of a bent toward evil, aspects of God's likeness remain in humankind, glimpsed in such 
characteristics as creativity, generosity, and compassion. Nevertheless, it is only by God's grace that people can 
respond to God's gift of salvation. 
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This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son. And this is why: so 
that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and lasting life. God • 
didntgo to all the trouble of sending his Son merely to point an accusing finger, telling the world 
how baad it was. He came to help, to put the world right again (John 3:16-17, The Message) 
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